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SHE HAD TAKEN THE VEIL, 
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The third EDITION. 

Cc fera cette palx dopt fa Boiit6 Cupr^mf 
De fei Vrais fervitieurt remplit la faiiitet^ ; 
^t que poflede un coeur qui rentrapt en foi-meme 

Enchafle toiit yanite* Pisbbs Gobmeills. 

Thefe Letters are yet extant in the Nunnery^ wher^ 
Conllantia refided, and are often read to the young 
Rtligioiis, to infpire the^i with good Refolutions, and 
Sentiments of Virtue. ^dsison. 

- • ^ ^^ 
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Td 

ifiie Right RsysRENii 

W I L t I A M, 

Lord Bishop of 

GLOUCESTER. 

My Lord^ 

TO have let the peh fleep, after 
your Lordfhip had pronounced 
tac ablei to ferve the caufe of our Di- 
vine Maftcfr, would have been an aft 
of d^fertion. Before^ I entered the 
a lids 
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Ms only as a vokmtier, and pofTibljr, 
like moft other voluntiers^ I neither 
did much good nor mucli harm. But 
when you^ my Lord^ who have given 
fudl procffe of-yoor Gtrtcralfhip, re- 
commended me to the fields I could 
no longti ffey bfcHiftdy fiof, like other 
military Chaplains, during the heat 
Qf thjjbi|tlc| k&tfpBy;ftetlbti afhcJh^ 
the baggage. 

But your LordftiijK his bife fo 
fiieccfsful in your ipiritual warfare^ 
jthat you have left little for me todo^ 
Yeu have defended religion with 
equal happincis from the uncandid 
jattaeks of her enemies, and the mif-^ 

taken kiodnefs of her friends. You 

w^^ « — . - — — ~ - it — 

have 



Ittve put thp Wp^f to 4c4th,.«nd 
tj^ N^fe tQ— :;^I^o, not to fi|ence, 
i^jfj^pjci? fprjn^iat cafe fllcra^ft 
Jjjgye, l?ecn pj^^ tp 4e^^h li^fl: ^t leaft. 

But what willyour Lordfhip fay 
to my forces ? my forces ! that con- 
fift of one bire-hcaded Father, and 
one defencelefs Nun ! 

Do you afk, why I have employ- 
ed Pqpifh advocates in the caufe ? 
I anfwer^ that the circumftances of 
the parties were favourable to my 
<}«0gn; ai)d tbsl Theodosius and 
CoNSTANTiA write not in defence 
of any particular fe£t» but in the 
behalf of Chriftianity. 

a 2 Ih 
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In truth, to fervc the caufe of ra- 
tional religion, was my only aim 
ihrough the whole of this perform- 
aiice ; in which I wifli to approve 
myfdfi my Lord, 

Your Lordfhip's 
moft obedient 
humble fcrvant^ 

John Langbornc. 



ADVERTISEMENT, 
Concerning the Second Edition. 

THE Editor of the Letters between Thc- 
odofius and Conftantia, in gratitude 
for the favourable reception which the Firfl 
Edition of thofe Letters met with from the 
Public, has endeavoured to render the Se* 
cond lefs unworthy of their favour by the ad- 
dition of two letters written by Theodofius 
and Confiantia, in their laft ficknefs. Theie, 
he hopes, will not be altogether unaccept- 
able, as nothing can be more edifying than the 
fentiments and behaviour of ^exemplary chf * 
rafters on the approach of death. 
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; ^PYT^RTISEMENt,^ 

Cancerning the T h i r d E d i t i o iri 

\ A S a citlzefl^ and as a fAenA to die re^ 
"JT^ ligion of liis country, the Ecfitor if 
ih? Letters Txtwcca Theodofius and Cotit 
fiantia, cannot' but f ejoice that. In the fpadb 
of one year, thofe letters have gone through 
jdV'fiC ^qwUifkfiabte ^iij^jeffions.. When 40c- 
p;in^jb^XMAi.to ^Jiccplar^ent of r^ligipus 
f>pjiRlQ»^ A^^ to prompte a rarioi^l worihip cf 
jhe WHFi^tfal ^.r9xidence^ are fo p;enerally and 
So fowiwably jcfwvfid, ,\i?e have rejifon .to te 
Aopf5fvJ^bat Af 4ndjuftry qf fan^tiqs w;ll rea^ 
but a barf;qi^arye^;.and It ipoft be witlh 
pleafure we behold them retiring &bm a coun- 
try diftinguifljed for the cultivation of liberal 
fentiments, to apofiolize in the weftern world i 
and to light up the yet unextingui(hed embers 

^ ^^flPW puritanifm. 

a 4 Th» 



Tap c4itor.of tl^cfc letters has ever thought 
it his duty to militate againft thofe abfurd 
flj^d fupcrAitipusjpiodes of faith that difhonour 
the Creator and enflave his creatures. For 
tbif j>urpofe tjbe (.ettirs on Religious Retirement^ 
Melancholy and Enthnfiafm^ fir^ came abroad> 
aad the not unfarourable reception of thofjp^ 
.promote an4 encouraged the Dubllcation 
pf thefe. 

^ROM the hope of dilTufing ftill more gene- 
jrally the (ame fpirit of religious freedom ; of 
cherifliing a happy repofe on the Providence of 
THB EVERLASTING GOODNESS, and of cul- 
tivating the benevolent afTeAions, thefe Letter^ 
^ye lately been followed by a collection of 

Sermons written by the fame hand. 

>^%. «... * . 1 .... . 
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. ADVERTISEMENT. 

THE ftory of Theodofius aad Conftantla 
is diQS related by theSpedatOTi N^ 1 64^ 

ff CoN^^TANTiA was a wom^n of jc?Ltraor- 
dinary \vit and beauty, but very unhappy in ^ 
father, \vho having arrived at great riches by 
his own induAry, topic de)^ght ^n Qoth^ng but 
bis money. 

Theoposius was the youpger fop of a der 
x:ayed family; pf great parts and learning, im- 
proved by a genteel and virtuous educatioq. 
When be was in the twentieth year of his 
age he became acqu^Jnted with Conftantia, 
who had not then pafled her ^fteenth. As he 
lived but .a few miles dillant from ber father's 
houfe, he had frequent opportunities of fee- 
^Qg ]f^f \ aad by the advantages of a goofl 

4 pCffop; 



perfoQ^ and a {^leafing converfatioD, made fuch 
an inlprefnon on h'er heart as it was inrpofTiblc 
for time to efface : He was himfelf no lef$ 
fm?tten*with<Gofi(lQfitia. A lo»g ACj^AfNt 
tWwce €Sktdt cbqn AHld'icMr&r s)^w Ji^au^es 
in each other, and by degrees raifed in them 
thw nixftiialpafiion'wtiichiiad «n itri!«c«cc*oa 
IhnHr^fbUowitig Hves. 

* I-r onfbftrmatdy ba-ppcab^ that, in th* 
fnidft of this iotercourfe of love andfriendHalp 
between Theodofius and Conftantia, there 
broke out an irreparable qtfarrd between rficir 
parents, the one valuing 4ii|nfclf too much 
ttpoti**'h1s" birth, and the tjther upon his po^f- 
fdfiohs. The father of Cortftanrfia ^as fo iri- 
tcnfcd at the father df Theodofius, that he 
•cbhtfafted an unreafonabk averlion towards 
Tiia Ton, iufomuch thatheforbadWm his houft, 
MA charged hrsdaughicr.«pon herdjkty nevir 
to fte tiim more. Isi the tncni titne,. to 1)rpak 
i off 



t)ff all tbfeiBWflkritlon 'bfeWvcito iht Wo iJ^rs, 
wlib fiei«e(et^<^MkfrmSliied fecret hopesof ioMi 
fevoiH^«tfte^pj|)€hfltftAqr tliat>ft©ttld :brli%i*aaii 

bF ^ %obd ibifVtfn^ Md m^ agreeable tpcttotki 

\Aiokn hie ]pkdh^ :&^dii as^ liti^auid &Qr hte 

d^bttt-. Htfobtrcdtidn^dfbe aff&Ii- h^vM 

that lie 'tdM 'Cbnftatifla It \^ tSs ^dfeflga ti 

mafty'hei^ to iti(3iageMlcfniatt, ^nd rhrft htjT 

•^flffltigftbMd be celebrated on fuch a day, 

Confkaiitia, who was over-awed by the^utho* 

' irity -^'h^r l^htjij and mabie -to dbjeft ^ny 

'ilil%ltybinhinti^eott3^ oiilteh, received t^e 

-fW^y^ftftl ^ttfkh »a iftf dfiDlind fiicncc, whidi' W 

^difcr^imitiierufed In 1i8r as themoft Idbceat 

-^laiifei^^bf -^la'VItf rti^s^ gSteg'Ther' obrfent ttoi* 

'•«irtt»<i<*'fSatfc}isd. The^Tooife-of'dmihf. 

•tMi\Kd ^iiHfh^g6'fo6ti makad 'I'heodialai, 

^^o -kfi'dr'a^oiig %tfttri^'t5f i^tfifiofiS'^^ 

' ttirally Welti- a^9c»fer*s ■ hteart ^o^n fueh.an^-ocdL- 

•^fittri^ ^it'lteiSllwxog Ifettcr to^otiflatttljuf 
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The thought of my Coaftantla, which foi; 
ibme years has beea my only happinefs, is now 
become a greater torment to me than I am able 
to bear^ Mnft I then live to fee yon another's f 
The fireamsy the fields and meadows, wher^ 
we have lb often talked together, grow pain^ 
fnl to me; life itfelf is become a burtheUf 
May yon long be happy in the world, but for- 
get that ther^ was ever fuch a man in it as 

TlfEODOSIU^. 

This letter was conveyed to Conftantia th^t 
very evening, who fainted at the reading of U; 
and the next morning (he was much more alar- 
med by two or three meflengers^ that c^me to 
ilier father's houfe.one after another to enquire 
if they had heard any thing of Theodofius, wh9, 
Jt feems, had left his chamber aboc^t midnight, 
and could no where be found. Tbe deep me- 
• lancholy which had hung upon his mipd fomc- 
t^? ^9^9f V^49 ^hp° apprehfnd tl)e M^orft 



that coald befall him. Conftantia, who knew 
that ilothlog hat the report of her marriage 
could have driven him to fach extremidesb 
was not to be comforted : She now accnfi^ 
vhcrfelf of having fo tamely given an ear to 
the propofal of a huflDand, and looked upon 
the new lover as the murderer of Theodolius : 
In Ihort, fhe refolved to fufFcr the utmoft ef- 
. fedls of her father's difpleafure, rather than 
comply with a marriage which appeared to her 
fo full of guilt and horror. The father feeing 
himfelf entirely rid of Theodolius, and like- 
ly to keep a coniiderable portion in his family, 
was not very much concerned at the ob- 
fiinate refufal of his daughter, and ^id not 
find it very difEcuIt to excufe himfelf upon 
that account to his intended fon-in-law, who 
had all along regarded this alliance Yather as 
a match of convenience than of love. Con- 
ftantia had now no relief but in her devotions 
and exercifes <^ religion, to which her afflic- 



i6sm Mi fQ f »tip?cly fubje^Jt^d hep- wtad, tjtu 
^^6m (m« yoirsi ^ al^^ the w^^q^ • 
dtti fixTows^ and fstikd her thougbu i 
^ Mad of tranquilUtjr, ibe rofolved to pa 
* the remainder of her days in a convent. H< 
'father was not difpleafed with a refolutio 
which would faye money in his family, an 
readily complied with his daughter's intention 
AfcortJingly in the twenty-fifth year of h< 
age^ while her beauty was yet in all its heigt 
and bloom, he carried her to a neighbouriu 
city, in Qrder to look out a fifterhood of ^lur 
sunong whoip to place his daughter. Thei 

^ was, in this place a Father of a convent wh 
was Vfry much renowned for his piety an 
e^LcmpIary life ; ^nd as it is ufual in the R( 

, OUib church fox thpfe who are under a^y gre; 

*tffliAiQO» <>rtf0Mt>l< of AiM) to apply thea 

r fidmcft «o ^€ »W5ft ^n^pei^t ConkSprs for pai 
dai.^aiul osalMfitkn^ iCMlur b^9fiifvl Y9Wy t99 

? -: th 



.die t>pportwit7 of coiifeffiog'lierielf jco .tkis 
celebrated Father. 

Wb mvdk now return to Theodofius, viho 
the very morning that the aboTememioned 
fnquiriea had been made after him, arrived ajta 
feiigioos houfe in the city where now Conftao- 
tia reiided ; and defiring that fecrefy and cpa- 
jcealmeot g( the Fathers of the convent, whid> 
|6 very ufual upon any extraordinary occafioo^ 
he made himfelf one of the order, with a pii* 
vate vow never to enquire after Conflantia j^ 
whomr he looked upon as given away to hi^ ri- 
valt upon the day on whicb^ according to 
jcommoa fame, their marriage was to have 
beea folemnized. Having in his youth made 
a good {irogrefs in learning, that he might de- 
dicate- himfelf more entirely to religion, he en* 
ter^d.iato holy orders, and in a few years be- 
^cao^e. renowned for. his fandity of life, and 
,lbp(e j)jpus fefttimeat^ which he infpired into 
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iA who coQver red with him. It w^ tbiis h6lj^ 
maa to whom Conftantia had determined tc^ 
apply herfelf in confeilion, though neither (he 
nor any other, belides the Prior of the con* 
vent, knew any thing of his name or family. 
The gay, the amiable Theodofius had nov^ 
taken upon him the name of Father Francis^ 
and was fo far concealed in a long beard, 1 
Ihaven head, and a religious habit, that it was 
Impoffible to difcover the man of the world iti 
the venerable conventual • 

As he was one morning (hut up in his coif- 
feffional, Conftantia kneeling by him, opened 
the date of her foul to hiol ; and after having 
given him the hiftory of a life full of intio- 
cence, (he burft out In tears, and entered ap*- 
on that part of lier ftory, in which he himfelf 
had fo great a (hare. My behaviour, fayd Qrd, 
has, I fear, been the death of a man wht> 
had no 6ther fault but cbat of loving me too 
4 amchir. 



HoiiAti i&atmi Qfifyi kaoWs how datr he ^9at 
to tx» while iie Kf ed, asd bow bitter i^ re'* 
nndbraUce :of hibv h&Stbeea to meiiflceUs 
death. Sbe bece fmffed^ ^nd Hived ttp hciif 
0fe& diat (fatciudod Mih' txan tdWMrd^theP^* 
Aw I ifi4id wa&fa t&o^^ with thie feofe of h« 
£]jrMi#s, cbttt httc^t^Mfycommattd'hls^ voices 
^idiwas bft^e v^ith fighs and fbtit^ags; lb 
fi»^'a{» i(^iiiih6t ptdtcti. She foHo^d hfi 
dh^i^Si ftifd 1th w4i6(yA of tears pMred^ttd 
har besrft bcfofc Mol. The Father <?OTiliftie< 
iikUxmr W0e{>tog afeiliy idfomueb tba^t hrthd 
9f^\69 ef bb^grief thc^ikt ^fvook tHid^r hlQir* 
Cdi^antia, wh<$! d)M^ht' th^^gMdman vhi^ 

and bjf.ihe hortc^ ol ker guUf^ fr^cdeded 
iHtb die iitmoftxxfntrMan «p accpxaUt hiOKiWkb 
tHoM jGf& oi iiirgMtf IK' wbkb fiie "wasgc^afi 
td<. cniage her&lf,. as the profber aDoisnhmt 
for her finsy afld the oxdf fii(»ifi0t Ito cusiM 
mtkk to the Mtiljfd#y o^ Tbe^d^ifidt. Tte 
b Father, 
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Father, who, by this time, had pretty well 
compofed himfelf, burft out again in tears up- 
on hearing that name, to which he had been 
fo long difufed, and upon receiving this: in- 
fiance of an unparalleUd £delity froiti one 
who, be thought, had feveral years fidce gUea 
herfclf Dp to the pofTeffion of another^ Ainidft 
the interruptions of his forrow, feeing. bis 
penitent overwhelmed with grief, he was on- 
ly able to bid her from time to time, b^ com* 
forfod'^to tell her that her fins were forgiven 
her — that her guilt was not fo great as ihe 
apprehended— that (he ihould not fuffer jher- 
felf to .he affli^ed above meafure. After 
which he recovered himfelf enough to give 
her the abfolution Ui forms directing hei^ at 
the £une!time to repair to him againft the next 
day, (hat he might encourage her in the pious 
reflation (he had taken, and give her fuitable 
exhortations for her behaviour in it. Conftaa- 
Ua retired) and the next morning renewed ber 

appli. 



[ xxiii 3 
applicatioffis; Theoidojfius haviog manned his 
foul with proper thoughts and refleftions, ex- 
erted faimfelf on thisoccafionin thebeft manner 
hecoyld, to animate his penitent in the courfe 
of life^fhe was entering upon, and we&r out of 
her mind thofe groundlefe fears and apprehen- 
ftons which had taken pofTeflion of it ; con- 
cluding^ with a promife to her, that he would 
from time to time continue his admonitionsr 
when (he ftiould have taken upon her the holy 
veil. The rules of our refpeftive orders, 
fays he, will not permit that I (hould fee you, 
but you may affure yourfelf not only of having 
a place in my prayers, but ef receiving fuch 
frequent inftruEliom as I can convey to you by 
letters. Go on ichearfully in the glorious 
courfe you have undertaken, and you \yiU 
quickly find fuch a peace and fatisfaftlon in 
your mind, which it is not in the power of the 
world to give. 

b 2 CoK- 
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jQ^MWAfnTiA^s boart ws^ (p elevated vAA 
ih» 0fifmk of ff^hu Fi'mcHb that •the y^vf 
Mxt idty. A^ jet)ter«din(>oiB hst w>w^ Af feoa 
as nhe fokvuiitks idF ^cir iwceptiofi wdiet lOiier^ 
Ik octired^ as it as ufal, mtk «he AUUcA, 
iflto iber pwu i^putvwBt^ 

TftB AM>^ %ad beeft infomed the night 
More of all that iiad paflM ibetweefi her no- 
itdate and Father Francis, kom M4iom 4ie 
BOW deli^red to her the following letter. 

' Aa the RiA frnks of tb<3fe joys and €opi6^ 

* lations which yon may esjpcft froa the life 
< you arc now eogagfed in, I muft aoqnak^ 
' jaa that Theodofiufi, wfaofe death fita fo 

* iuKLVj upon your thoughts, is AiU alivie ; 
^ and that the Father to -whom you have con- 

* fefled yojorfelf, was once that Thoodofijus 
' whom yon fo much lament. The love which 
^ we have bad for one another, will make us 

*more 
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* qoqU l^ave tiooc ja its jiiccefs. Provideooo 
^ has -jdifpofed (tf f«6 for opr adTantage, though 
^ nbi accot^dulg td our ^wilfaes. Coofider youf 
^ Theodpfiu$ ftiU ^ Ktoid^ but afluce youiy 

* fclf pf onae wfeo will aot ccafe to pray for 

* yop iQ Father 

Frakcxs. 

CoA^sTASiT^A.faw that the haad-iwritiog 
agreed with the contents of the letter : And 
upon rcflefting on the voice, the perfon, the 
behaviour, and above all the extreme forrow 
of the Father during her confefEon, ihe dif- 
covered Tbeodofius in every particular. After 
having wept with tears of joy. It is enop^h, 
fays (he, Theodofius is flill in beiQg ; J (hai} 
liye wjtb comfort axxd idie Itfi fieoce. 

,Tl¥ kit^rs whUh the fatbfr fint hir 4ifUnt 
ttmrds Auy^i ^xWiS in the nmntry wheriftn rjr-r 

fididi 



JUfd^ knd are oftm read to the young religions 
Uinfpire them with good refolutions and ft nt intents 
9f viriue. It fo happened that after Conftan- 
tisi had lived about ten years in the cloyfler, a 
wicfcnt fever broke out in the place, which 
fwept away great multitudes, and among 
others, TheoJofius. Upon his death-bed he 
tair his bcnedi<5lion in a very moving manner 
toConftantia ; who at that time was herfelf fo 
4v gowe in the fame fatal diftemper, that ftie 
by.ddiriowB. In the interval which gene- 
rally precedes death in ficknefles of this na- 
ture, the Abbefs finding that the phyficians 
had given her over, told her that Theodofius 
vas jaft gone before her, and that he had 
fcpt her his benediftion in his lafl: moments. 
CoDftantia received it with picafure : And now, 
|jj» fhe, if I do not afk any thing improper, 
let me be buried by Theodofius. My vov^ 
reaches no farther than the grave. What I a(k 
is» I hope, no violation of it. — She died foon 
affcr,*ahd was Interred according to her requelV. 

Their 



Their tombs are ftili to be feenS,' w]A<m. 
(hort latin infcription on them to the fbUour* 
ing parpofe* 

Hbre lie. the bodies of Father Frenus^vA 
Sifter Conjlance* Tkty vare lovily in their M^^m 
and iu \thiir diathi they were not dlvidtd* ' 

SycH is the ftpry.of Thepdofius ftpd Qoa^r 
ftantia, as related by Mr, Addifoa ; oq; wl;»ic|| 
I (hall ov^ obferve that there is an iQteFpp|a* 
tbo ia the letter written by Theodofiu^-upaa 
leaving his father's houfe. The paflage Wjher^ 
he feys, ^^he dreams, the fields, the meadowSt 

* where we have fo often talked together, 

* grow painful to me,' is not genuine, which 
indeed might be evident to thofe who had not 
feen the original. Such romantic trifllug is 
not the language of a heart in pain. 

The following letters are fuppofcd to be 

thofc which^ in the foregoing ftory, are laid 

2 ^ 



tb h6 ftiU ept^ra in ibtmnoary tohtfe Cenjffantla 
r^did* I MD) ffuiflUe that no apology need 
be made for publiihing them ia a coamry 
where the monaftic life is juAly condemned. 
The great frificipk^ o£ reKgiou^ obedience 
tfe^ fbe fame uikkp every communion ; and* if 
thefe letter* ftiaH be found to cont^ia* any 
thing that tends to the melioration of the 
heart, or the enfergeiftent of the mind j if 
they pltad not idly in the deifetice-bf irefigtou^ 
terpptoefs ; if, when the incereft^ cff futurity 
are oppofed by temporary p'urfuits, the fitters 
of Thcodofius (houhd throw any' tiring* Jirco 
the fcale, I (ball rejoice that upon this dCcl- 
fioQ I have not laboured in vain. 

J. L. 
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Letters 

BETWEEN 

f HJEOPOSIUS AND GONSTANTIA. 
LETTER 1. 

ThEODOSIUS to CONSTAMTIA. 

THE efforts which a xhiod in trouble 
'makes to regain its loft peace, lik^ the 
gtances of the fan that ftraggle through op- 
pofing clouds, are delightful to all beholders. 
When my Conftkntla rofe labdve thdt gloom 
c( forroW, 5vhith her too apprehenlive heart 
had thrown around her ; when I faw her eye ' 
brighteui and her elegant but dejeAed features 
iflgmie that beautiful form in which nature 
liad Biodlded them, I (hould have felt th^ 
; ^ui . B pleafure 
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fteafbre of a Chriftianj had I not once becH' 
Theodofius. 

Amiable moarocr ! Let us now forget the 
name which you have fo long remembered' 
vith anguifhy and which you could not pro^ 
nounce without trembling, when you affed« 
ingly told Theodoltus that you believed hina^ 
to be no more. I wept, my Conftantia, but 
my concern arofe not from a fenfe of your 
guilty but of your fufFerings. Thofe tears, in* 
deed, fell from the eyes of Theodoflus, and 'm 
them the Confeflbr had no part. The povircrs 
of memory and refle^on were, in one moment,, 
prefented with eveiy fcene of diftrefs and ten- 
demefs which our unhappy loves had produ- 
ced. And when I confidered myfelf as the 
unfortunate caufe of your long, your unmerited 
fiifFerings, I felt, in one.fainful minute, what 
C^nflantia had endured for years. Perhaps, 
toc^ your uac^uaU^ fidelity and unaltered 

lovey 
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love, while they flattered my heart, brought 
it back a moment to the world. — ^But my guar- 
dian Spirit whifpered me that I had made a 
higher choice, and reminded me that the do* 
lies I owed yon were thofe of a fpiritual di- 
reftor, from whom you were to receive confo- 
htion and inftruftion. But, before I proceed 
to the further difcharge of thofe duties, let 
toe intrcat you to forgive me — fbrglve me^ 
fufiering innocence, for being the unhap- 
py, though involuntary, inftrument of youi: 
many miferies.-^Five unchearful years! my 
Ccnftantia ! How has your gentle heart fup- 
ported ilfelf during that melancholy period ? 
How has it fuftaiaed thofe cruel appre- 
heniions which, in confeffion, (hook your 
frame? The refleflion of what you muft hav« 
endured for me, as it then wrung my foul with 
anguifli, yet clouds ft with forrow, and has 
power to difturb theierenity of a mind, whicl^, 
i crul^ faath been vifited by the peace of God. 
B 2 But 
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But I fllould be ftill more difcoftfolat^, 
Mrere t not well aHbred that your prefent hap^ 
piDefs will be la proportion to your formef 
fufferingSy and that the difficult ways through 
which you walked have at laft conveyed yoii 
to the manfions of peace. 

SucHi Go0ftantia> is the lot of human life. 
The road to happine£( is feldom ftrewed with 
flowerti nor perhaps ought it to be fo ; as we 
Ihould, in that cafcj be inclined to take our 
paflage for our port, and while we enjoyed 
tht manaa^ nire might negleA the promifed 
land* 

. , ' '. ' ' " 

I AM| however, of a' different opinion from 
tnoft men with regarc^ to nu>ral apd natural 
cvik* They derive them from the hand of 
providence, and charge the condbquences of 
human paffions^ fbllles ;ind vices, upon the 
divine admUmiratio&t i remember to have 

feen 
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bea a Limrgy for the vifitatloQ of the (ick> 
wherda the Mbifter was direded to inform the 
lick perfoa that whatever he fuffered, it was.* 
tbi vlfttation of God. Would this exhortation 
have been proper for a perfon who was k* 
bouring under difeafes that were the natural 
and inevitable effefts of intemperance ? Can 
thofe pains wbieBf^ii^A«»]b^^ 
and volantadljf IftbiigfU }a^ ii^iX U 
deemed the vifiudon of God? WmiMiipiili& 
be t9 charge God fooUJhly? Andv if this were 
idinitted, ^th what propriety could we lay 
of that divine Bting^ diat Hi dm$ nat viUingl^ 
offiia his cnamruf With reguri m tUt doc^ 
trine, my Conftantia^ it is of confequence 
that you Ihould be rightly informed, becaufe 
from mi/laken appnhinfions of providence proceed 
dmoft all the errors of religious faith *. Bu^ 
flioft dangerous to ourfelves, and moft injur 

* See Letters on Reli^oas Retirement, ftc. where tl^ ' 
Thought it carried further* 

B 3 ri0U5 
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rious to the Deity, are thofc opinions which 
magnify his defpotifm at the expence of his 
Benevolence. Hearken not to fuch opinions, 
Conflantia : God cannot be the Minifter of 
cv;U 

Qxj'R fufferings, natural and moral, are the 
(Ofifequence of that freedom of will, which is 
the very efTence of our moral powers, and 
without which we (hould be mere machines^ 
incapable of all virtue. There are indeed 
Ipme natural evils which to incur or avoid de- 
pends not upon ourfelves, becaufe they come 
not within the ceconomy of reafon. But of 
thefe we partake only io common with man- 
kind i aud as in the difpenfation of fome' of 
thefe we can perceive that providence had wife 
and gracious purpofes, fo we may fairly infer 
that thofe whofe final caufes we cannot appre- 
hend, have their origin in ihp f^me univer- 

&A|« e£N£VOLENC£« 

IT 
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It is, I tUnk, generally nnderftood, as a 
do£trine founded upon revelation, that there 
are fiich things as divine infliAions evenia 
this life. No doubt there may he fuch^ and 
there may he feafons obvious to the eye of pro^ 
vidence^ when it is good for us tobeaffliSed. 
We may be fummoned by calamity from the 
purfuit of pleafure, and, though we Can- 
not perceive the band, the writing may hi 
Avinc. 

But I beliet^e tkat this interpofidon of the 
ibpi^me power is very rare. Nay I will own 
to ;fou, Conftantia, that my faith in this doc- 
trifle is^ at beft, but diabolical ; for while I 
hlievi^ I trmble. Will God do evil that 
good may come ? Is it neceflkry \ Can Al?^ 
mighty Power be limited in the ufe of means i 

I vixL moreover warn you of the evilf 

that maybe derived from this doArioe. It 

B 4 may 
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may prompt us to vaia comparUoos. aivi poi* 
chacitabk conftruftions : When wc bchoj^ tl^p 
calamities of others, we may be inclia^d to 
trace the finger of God where it has not been; 
knd when we tacitly refer to our own condi* 
tlon, we may impute our exemption from 
evil to that integrity whereoif we ought not tp 
boaft. 

Under the mofaical difpenfation, prefeot 
iofliSions were more vifible becaufe moreme^ 
ceflary : For, what other reftraint was there 
upon the moral aflions of mankind i When 
the great (anftions of Chriftianity were fet 
forth, thofe reftraints became inconfiderablcy 
and were totally abforbed in the intereft of 
the new fyftem. Old things pajid aw(y i ht>^ 
bM! AH things bicanu mw. 

But -«;/ org too apt to mix our religion, 
$n4 to in^rporai fki divinity of tbo Old 

Tijlq^ 



i 9 3 

Tiftiifnini with that of the Niw. The moral 
}9W indeed ftill remains in force, becaufe its 
tendeaqr was everlafling ; but when God (aw 
fit to enter into a new covenant with man, the 
difpenfations of his providence were altered, 
' and m^de agreeable to it. Thtis, though un- 
jder the old law it might be nece/Tary for the 
divine power to chaften whom he hved, yci that 
meafure could be no longer expedient, when 
the hopes and fears of mankind were appealed 
ID by the fanAions of immortality. 

It is of great importance to you, Conftao^ 
tia, to form a right idea of your Creator, and 
to inotv in whom you have believed. To aflift 
yoa in this refpeft, mil be one of the firft en- 
deavoord of Father 

Francis. 
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L E T T B R lU 

CONSTANTXA tO THEODOSIVS. 

MY fonrows forThcodofius are no more: 
He lives, and Conftantta is happy. If 
you would not have mb remember my fufibr^ 
iog^i forget them yourfelf ; for nothing ooitr 
could make the reflexion of them painful ;to^ 
jnCf but their afTefliog my revered Father. 

Gracious Provideaoe! And have I at 
length found a father i Has heaven granted 
what nature refufed i She gave me indeed « 
father ; but he forgot the joame ; or he rer 
membered the name and the authority, but 
forgot the duties of the alliance* Do I err i 
Then inArufl me, my holy guide, inftruA 
me to revere the nan who bani(hed Theodo* 
iius, and imbitteredt without caufe, the mo- 
ments.; 
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ments of her whom he had brought into bc^ 
hig. But I will revere hun, for he was kind 
at laft, and permitted me to retire to this afy- 
lum of peace. Whatever were his motives, 
t will revere him ; for have I not here found 
the only comfort I was capable of ? Am I not 
fiire thatTheoddfius lives ? Without that coti* 
virion (I own my weaknefs) I fliould have 
been unhappy within thefe holy walls. The 
eiercifes of devotion I purfued with equal 
affiduity before I entered upon the conventual 
life; but my prayers were the heavy facrifices 
of forrow and contrition. I was alike a 
ftranger to the fercnity of peace, and to the 
alacrity of hope* It was not in the power of 
confcious penitence to fet my heart at eafe, 
whenever thd painful thought prefented itfelf, 
that my cowardly acquiefcence in the will of 
a father had been death to the moil valuable 
and njpfl: amiable of men. Pitying heaven has 
at length undeceived me, and at once reAored 

to 



tp my eyes thofe dear lamented fugitives, The- 
odofius and happmefs ; both changed indeed^ 
but both improved by the change. The 
pleafure I enjoyed in the company of the ele- 
gant and lively Theodofius, was gay, fprightly, 
and animated like himfelf : With him it de- 
parted and returned ; and my heart was alter- 
nately delighted and deprcffed. Very different 
iS;^the fatisfaAion I now feel. It is ferene and 
peaceful like Father Francis. My mind is 
colle^ed) and my fpirits are repofed. No 
longer agitated with the anxieties and impa- 
tience of hopes that terminate here ; my eye 
is fixed on that diftant, invariable obje£l of 
happinefs, on which time or chance can have 
no influence. 

Ye holy retreats I ycVenci:able files' I do I 
owe this peace to you ? No, not to you : for 
methinks I have feen in your regions the gloom 
of difcontent. Is it not, my p}ous JFalhcr, 
from a quiet confcience that I derive this re- 

pofe? 
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pofc ? I fliould not, indeed, hare felt It befbffc 
I entered this convent, but I ilibuld not theij^ 
have known that Theodofius was ftill in being. 

Do tot think, however, that I rejoice notih 
my utuation. I do rejoice in it : But my joy 
.ariies, as I apprehend, from a difburthened 
nmd. ' The fudden change from painful ap- 
prehenfion to the cef taitity of confirmed v9iQi- 
cs, was attended with a tranfport, the efFeflfs 
of which I dill feel. But will not thefe effefls 
laft ? Surely they will. O my friend ! what 
tears of joy have I fhed over that fir ft welcome 
letter, which informed me that Thtodnftui was 
Jim dlive. 

feut do I not forget that I am addrefllng 
myfelf to the venerable Francis ? Pardon me! 
I had indeed forgot, till on re-perufing that 
ever-dear letter, I beheld the holy name at the 
bottom. Yes J delightful letter! fweetmef- 

fenger 
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fenger of peace! Thou iaformeft me ttial t 
moft confider Theodofius Aill as dead. — ^Ht ! 
dead, didft thou fay i Theodofius is Aili alive. 
Didft not thou fay that too? Equivocating 
letter I Be gone into my bofom : but prefume 
not there to fay that Theodofius b dead. 

Hbavbns I what rambling is this i Whi- 
ther has my unguided pen betrayed me! Once 
more forgive me, my revered Father ! 

I THANK you for the comfort, as well as 
for the information which your laft letter af* 
forded me. You have placed the eterka^ 
Providence in a light the mod amiable, ancf 
new, at leaft to me. I had always, hitherto 
looked upon that power as the infli£tor of tear 
|K>rary evils, and confidered both private ar 
publick calamities as his judgments. But ; 
have now made me of a different opinion ^ ; 
I entirely agree with you> that temporary 



trardk and punifliments are fuperfeded by the. 
(anions of the chriftian religion. Neverthe-. 
leis I am fiill of opinion that God may occa*. 
fionally interpofe, by the inflidion of evil, tor 
fave'a wretch who is though tlefly or obftinatc- 
]y haftiog to deftruftibn ; but, with you, I 
apprehend that fuch difpen&tions are very 
rare, and am, for the reafons you mention, 
almioft afraid to believe them. ^ 

ONft- thought, however, occurs to me on this 
occafion, which I (hall take the liberty tehnen< 
tkmi hi confequenceof the invitation you havd 
ghreii me to exprefs my fentiments withoof 
xeferre. 

Wb afe fo entirely different in our powert 

and paffibns, and the circumftances of fin andf 

temptation are fo extremely various, thai 

Plough the Almighty might in general leave it 

to 
f 
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to the fanAIons of religiod alone b itiflneiitA 
the aflloDS of men, yet poffibly he might {ta 
to term it) referve a difcretionary power, to 
bring proper objeAs tiy afBidions to theif 
duty. 

But thotigh the Creator of the unWtjft cati 
in no fenfe be the atitbor of evil, it cannot be 
doubted, I apprehend, that he nay and fre- 
quently does bring good out of eviL Of this 
the (lory of Jofeph is, in all its circumftances, 
a remarkable proof. I cannot fuppofe, neither 
would you hare me believe, that God infpired 
the brethren of Jofeph with envy, that they 
might fell hkn into Egypt, or that, whoa fold^ 
the wife of Pharoah was influenced by a fupc- 
fior power to accufe him falfly; yet, what 
glorious advantages did the Ahnighty Provi- 
dence bring out df both tbefc events! 

ANtr 



And has he not, for he regards the fanm- 
bleft of his creatures, has he not for me tamp- 
ed the path of forrow towards the harbour of 
peace ? I will believe it, left I ihould prove 
ungrateful. Pray for me and inftruft me. 
Adieu r 

CONSTAVCI. 
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ThEODOSIUS to CONSTANTIA. ' 

GOOD fcnfe, Conftantia, makes better 
comments than learDing, and I find 
that to propofe my opinions to you will, be of 
advantage to myfelf. 

But do you not err, my amiable friend, 
and is there not fome acrimony in your lan- 
guage, when you fpeak of your natural father ? 
It mufl not be. The duties of parents and 
children are indeed reciprocal : But the unna- 
tural parent cannot acquit the child of its duty, 
any more than the undutiful child can ac* 
quit the parent of his natural obligations. 
Both thefe however are to be underftood aa 
fccoodajay to the great duties weoweourfelves. 

A chad 



A child ought no more to embrace mlfqc y 
thaa vice to oblige a parent, and a parent is 
under no obligation to forfeit his own happi-* 
nefs for the gratification of a child. But, un- 
der all circumftances, that refpeft which is 
due to a parent flill fubfifts ; and when Con* 
{lantia refleds on this, Hie cannot withold that 
refpeft. Pity your father, Conftantia ; pray 
for your father. Jfthe God of this world hatb 
blinded his eyes^ fervently pray for him in thd 
words of Saint David, ** OGod, lighten his 
** eyes, that he fleep not the fleep of death.** 
He bears no uncommon marks of guilt or infa- 
my. His foible is thet love of money ; a paf- 
fipn which of ail others is the moft difficult 
to guard againft, becaufe it increafes by imper- 
ceptible degrees j and when it has once got 
entire poffeffion of the heart, I believe that, 
there is no remedy for it. Many liberal men 
have become covetous, but I never yet kne\r 
on? covetous man who became liberal ; fo 
C 2 H cafy 
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nfy it it in etery ioftaoce to deviate from vfr- 
tite to vice, and fo hard in that particular cafe 
to rife from vice to virtoe- Let ui then coafr- 
dcr your father as an objeA of compafiion, and 
by no means forget to offer op our prayers for 
kirn. Who knows whether heaven may not 
BAen to the voice of fupplicatiog innocence, 
and be overcome by the rntreaties of filial piety ? 
Wou4d it not throw a new glory around the 
brows of Conflantia, (hould her father be re- 
ftored to virtue by her prayers i 

You are in the right, Conftantta, toaferibe 
your prefent happinefs to peace of confclence ; 
for that is the foundation of all moral and rt- 
Bgiotis comfort. Without that the hallowed 
wsi^ of a cloyfter would be hung with bor^. 
tors, and the gloomy retreats of a convent 
would adounifler melancholy to the mind. It 
n that alone which gives^ ferenity ta oiir devo- 
tion^ and caabkB US' properly to communicate 

^ ^ witb 



with God. It t$ that which the apoftle of the 
GeotileSy in l)is fecoad letter to the converts of 
Coriath aod other parts of Achaia, offered to 
thqr confideration^ to take off that coacera 
and forrow which they muft have felt for the 
perfecutions which he and the reft of his feU 
low-labourers had undergone ia their travels 
through Afia. The coafideuce of the con- 
fdous mind, he informs them, in every pain« 
fills every trying calamity, had Hill fupport- 
ed them. Nay, continues he, we can evea 
rejoice in our diftrelTes, and our rejming is 
tbis^ iht iifiimony rf our confcunce. 

P£iiHA?s there is no pallage in the facred 
Writings which more beautifully and more 
emphatically exprefTes this moral fenfe or con* 
fcience, than that of the Proverbiallft. Tht 
^rit (fu man is the candle of theLord^ fcanh^ 
ing stU tbi inward parts. Heaven, fays the w.fd 
aan, has placed its candle withia tts> whofe 
C 3 rays 
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rays can pierce the moft fecret recefles. No- 
thought fo complicated but it can trace it to 
its origin; no idea fo abftrafted which its 
light cannot difcover. If we (hould fay. that 
the darknefs ihould cover us^ that the clouds 
of night fliould veil us from its ray ; behold 
thg darknefs is not darknefs with it^ the day and 
the night with it are both the fame. This at- 
tends us thro' every circumftance of life ; it 
accompanies thought thro* all the variety of 
its excurfions, and marks the fource and the 
progrefs of a£lion. Confcience fits as judge in 
the mind, and approves or condemns our de*- 
fjgns and actions, as it fees them juft or unjuft, 
agreeable or contrary to the laws of God and 
nature. If we have done well, it teaches ud 
to rejoice in the refleftion ; and if evil, it fails 
not to punifli us with a painful fenfe of it. 
From hence arifes the continual happinefs of 
the good man, and the never-ending difquiec 
of the guilty. Hence virtue is filid to be its 



I ^3 1 

owa reward, from the pleafures of refleilJoa; 
and hence it is, that there is no peace to the 
wicked. Whatever artifice they ufe to filencc 
confcieace, or efcape its reprpaches, though 
fomctimcs thcfe may be fo far fuccefsful as to 
encourage them to commit greater crimes, 
yet the judge will again return to the charge, 
and they will find that he has flept only to 
wake with double vigour and fury, Some'ia- 
dced there are who feem to have quite banifti-^ 
ed this inhabitant from their breads, apd to 
have cxtingqiftied the divine luminary ;. who 
go on in a continual courfe of wickednefs, and 
have no fear of God before their eyes. But if 
wc more ftriftly attend to the lives and 
adions of thefe men, we (hall find that the 
poife and triumph they make in their guilt, 
proceeds not fo much from the fatisfadion it 
affords them, as from an endeavour, however 
unfuccefsful, to ftifle the diftates of the friend 
in their breafts ; and could we purfue them in- 
C 4 to 
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tS the priviey 6t miremefit, t will tettntt (6 
fij that we O16M find them either affe^edljr 
Udolent, or fraififolly difcdotent. Hence Mf^ 
ptkts the foperidrity of coiiiijetiee. Hence it 
appears that there ire no arts fuffident t6 
^lettee it entirely, aM that it maty therefore be 
tnpfokd to come (toin that Being, whbfe de« 
terminations maft have^Iieir effect:, and whofli 
power is not t6 be re/iited. 

)f we AdulA eA^trire intd the deflgti cl 

prOTideAce iii thus fu/filfliidg liS with this 
iilent inipedof , we (hould 6nd that in this cafe, 
as well as in all others, our God has aftect 
^em the dictates 6^ infinite goodnefe. Ilad 
, we been without this ever ^£^ive cenfor, wbai 
Would have been the cdnfe^aence ? ^00 ap{ 
we are even now to flight the admonitions o^ 
it, and (hoold we not Aill more eafily have fid- 
len a prey to temptation, had there been no in* 
tefdal monitor to inform os that <' this (bovld 

^ " not 
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<< tot b« d6Q6*'' 'Woilld nbi ¥^ hiV€ tnnA 
ftisxf m^ 1rdtilH«s, wh«d M mating reition^ 
ftraAce dHSdk^d it, aiid &o paidful refleaioa 
fbllowed f It h «tld«nt ch«ii that confcienct 
%as Aadofied in the huMtttk mind tiy the givi^ 
ifdttgoagifii $ ^d that fbr the aid of virtue 
Itld for th& rapfHift df fdafoDi fV riziivf ^^uai 
frmih Fmhif $/ liihii. It M this, Coti^^ 
ftfltitia, 6uf gil&rdibn angel, who warns us 
Igaibll the inoft dftbgerous of kll enemies, the 
9iwM\ei Of btit ftlf atloii ? By this friendly (pf 
Mft^tMahtstd of| and eren forifee, their at* 
btki i a&d happy It it for us that %i^ are thus 
affifted. The infinuations of vice, after all, 
lire tb6 oftiH f^ccefsftil, and her afts preVaiL 
S^ft fke force of conf lAiod. Nor indeed ^ 
fltdtild We cbilGder all iht Ai^t^g^m^ (hd 
itiftkes ufe 6f, iN^duld there be any room td 
tronder nt hti flxccefs^ J[>t>e9 fh€ lEiot afTumd 
the cbaril6llrs (df jiijtoflire, kabWl^geyVlrtuei 
aayand^of religion too : her great patron beipg 

coa^^ 
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eoardous that be (hall be mod faccdfsful in 
his works of darkae(s, when be aflumes the. 
appearance of an angel of light i Does not the 
moft profligate licentioufnefi call idelf plea-< 
fure i Does not mole-iighted infidelity claiia 
the titles of knowledge and philosophy? 
Has not religion been afTerted by blobd-thirfly 
zeal ? And has not fanatic hypocrify likewife 
aflumed her banner, and lift up her voice 
in the fireets i O confcience ! Thou facred 
guardian of rational virtue and religious truth, 
let loofe thy vengeance upon thefe moafiers, 
thefe pefls of fociety, and emiHaries of vice I 

Do not you perceive, my Conftantia, in 
this difpenfation of providence, the perfeflioa 
of wifdom and goodnels i There are a thou* 
fand vices, a thoufand enormities which have 
nothing to fear from any human tribunal, hut 
are checked and reftrained by this mental 
judge. 

That 
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^ That peace which you imputed to a dif- 
burthened mind, led me naturally into thefe 
fentiments. Will -that peace, you a(k, con- 
tinue ? Doubt not that it will. It is thatpface 
which the world cannot give^ and which, there- 
fore, the world cannot take away. That hap- 
pinefs which is derived from a pleadng concur- 
rence of earthly events, will vanifli when For- 
tune reverts her wheel ;Mhe fame chance 
which reared the brittle fabrick of felicity may 
demolifh it in a moment ; but religious fatis- 
faftion, if rightly founded, cannot be over- 
thrown. 

I AM well aflured, Confiantia, that you 
will find your happinefs increafed by the re- 
peated exercifes of devotion. It is impoflible 
that the intercourfe we have with infinite 
Goodnefs fhould not be attended with prefent 
advantages. 

But 
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ft&T ever lee it be yotir care, my amUiblc 
fHendt that your deTOtidn be rattonhl and fe* 
rene. Let it not rife vpte the wings of paT- 
iion, btiitbeofTeredupWlthafttbdttedaftddir^ 
paffiOhate deCefi^. Let yoar mind be cl^ar 
and compofed Wheik yt>u addreft yoarfelf to 
year God, left by ady iheans ybu ihould 
fpe^k n^adflfcdly to the Father of Wifdom, 
and t^tr thefacrifice tffk^lu 

WoNDfeR not if I tell ptt that dl y6dr paf» 
fions fhould not be abforbed in heaven. Ra<^ 
tional dbvotion is not founded in fhe glowing 
ardours of human feDHbility ; the more it par* 
takes of thefe, the more remote it will be from 
that fpiritual and iatelleflual worfhip which 
is paid to the Father of lights by fuperior na- 
tures. The adoration of paflion is blind and 
impulfive ; that of reafon is clear and intelli- 
gent, fey this worlhip the Deity is rationally 
honoured, by that he is implicitly lldbri^d. 

For 
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For thefe reafons, Conflantia, I would not 
recommend, to 709 i\^{^ bpoHs gf fiamiDg de- 
YotioD, which, while they kindle, the heart, 
confaCe the head» and turn fober piety into 
wild enthuriafo). If the authors of fuch books 
neaat to ferve religipn, they were miAaken ; 
for true piety differs as much from fuch en* 
tbufiiftick ravings, a« the chearfui temper oC 
ferene he ahh from the delirious wildnefs of a 
ftver. Gid is a Jpirity and iiif that W9rft>if 
him muft imrjbif him in fpirit and in truth. 
Wbaterer is fphitua) is difpafiionate. Such 
is God himielfy and fiich ought to be the 
wof (hip wc odfer hrm. 

Adibv 1 my Conftantia* May God keefp 
jfou in his proteftiOB> and enJighten you by 
Iiisgraee« 

Francis^ 
LET- 
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M^bhcaufivnthG^d. If I im miftalwi. 

^orrea me, W guidft W fr*b« »^ »» 

friend 1 



LET- 
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t E t 1- E fi. V. 

f HEODOSIUS to CONSTANTXA. 

it AM pleafed Mrith your reference to the 
i book of Job, as it gives me an opportunity 
to tell you MTith what delight I have always 
read that beautiful dramatic poem. The divine 
author of it had lacrliiced to truth and na- 
ture. His char^Aer of the pious fufFerer, 
however exalted, is not exaggerated by any 
unnatural ftrokc^s. While be is not permitted 
to fall into impious exclamation againft the 
decrees of providence, he complains of his 
diftfdTs^ifh the rehfibifity 6f a man tt> whom 
toii&tfotHe nights were ippoirtted. Hence the 
a^fiiRed pctHarch fometimes alarms tis wkh 
^Kffioialite ^(hes itit death, add fomedme* 
awakens our compaiCon with *il^(ling fi^ht 
for his former happinefs. 

. D U 
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In the paflagc you have referred to, we ar 
prefcntcd with another turn of mmd. *' I ai 
** fcnfible, fays he, of the innocence of my lift 
*^ I have done no wrong, neither has any vie 
*^ lence been found in my hands ; and yet m 
'< face is deformed with weeping, and the (h^ 
.«' dow of death frowns upon my eye-brpwi 

.<^ Yet thus circumdanced, and thus innoceni 
.'* my prayer furely may be heard.— Behold 
<< even now my witnefs is in heaven, and m 
" advocate is in the realms of the highefl 
** My friends continually deride me ; bu 

- ". my tears plead filently with God. O tha 
"a man might, plead his caufewith God 

.<< even as the fon of man pleadeth the cauf 
Y of his friend." In another of his fpeechc 
there is a pafTage much to the fame purpofe 

. O that 1 knew where I might find^ him, that .i 

. might come even to his feat ^ I wzuld order w 
calife hfore him I 

* r< Theri 
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. There is no doubt, Cooftantia, that ia 

thefe fentiments the Patriarch was animated 
by the fufirage of confcience. And there is 
not a paflage in his whole ftory that is fraught 
with more important inflru^lion: For it may 
teach us that, under all the circumRances of 
human calamity, our only refuge is in the 
eternal providence ; and that, our peace muft 
be derived from that approving confcience 
which may encourage us to refer our caufe to 
God. From what other fource can we, in 
fuch circumdances, look for happinefs > De- 
pendent beings have it not to beftow. Were 
man ini his focial nature a more exalted crea- 
ture, the difpenfation of peace would not be 
ia his power.^ He could not remove from 
others thbfe evils to which he fhould him- 
felf be expofed, nor brighten the profpefis 
of futurity, whither his influence cannpt 
reach. 

D 2 Mak, 
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^ mmJ^wm ^ C^ vrifdon gi^ifd agaioft thf 
ftratilgfeilfts of ch?oc;a ? Ha$ frUadiUp. ;^ chaof 
fee tki^ bagucH: of (doiteb I How feeble, wouii) 
ib^ fuyi>Qrt)s p^ov^, Conftaatia> io the tcyiog 
^kcmr of 2A^mfitsji^ or la thofo qafopeats of v^ 
(\A fiifp^q^^ whoa wa cQiLpeA iJbiat il£< exxrr 
kjlin^ dtars of fuxurity flj^ be librown open, 
iVid we ihaU ^i^^r /« / 

Bbtteh fottnckii, my frien(), will be tl^ 
i^ppor^ of th^i nua who refers his caufe t9 
Qq^ aod wbp(e coqrf;ieace CQCourages biqi 
jCp. rolji oa. ibe eteu^al provIdoacQ. He der 
f^fldU'.QIi, ac power th^is (^perior to all ^vcotsj 
. 9A tbe^be;^ of 4i(viae goock^, wbicb can q^- 
_ym Hiptbw(Wli w tb^t wiCigm which caji 
fee jbhe iem9i9e9^ eoiiifquenf^S: (^ thLpg^; 
and on that friendfhip which no caprice caa 
4hai%e« Tbe m^o| l/«Rrb?|d (be ftrongeft 
CQn^^Pf of thjf (rmh : For experience hafl 
*llfi^ bi» 4«t b^tn^ gf^gft^ w^y/jj^ 
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than vanity itfelf\ that riches did adbally maii 
themfelves wings and flee away ; that the wifdom 
of man was little more than that of the wild af{t 
colt \ and that his fricndftiip was fcarcc in pro* 
portion to his wifdom. His three friends, 
whofe knowledge (houM have direfled, and 
whofe afFedlion (hould have foothed him, he 
often heard with reafonable impatience, pre- 
fcribing refolutions to which human nature 
was not equal, endeavouring to deprive him of 
bis greateft fupport, the confcioufnefs of his in^ 
tegrity, and fharpening his pains by mortify- 
ing reflections. Then it was that, deftitute 
of all earthly confolation, he appealed to hear 
Ten, and even wiflied that by a perfonal com 
munication with the fupreme Power, he migb 
t>c permitted to lay his caufe before him. 

It is^our happinefs, Conftantia, that tl 
appeal of the patriarch is not necefTary for 
The ChriAian covenant, gracious in every c 

penfat 
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penfatioa, has given us an advocate with the 

Fatter^ who (ball plead our caufe : An ad?o*. 
cate who kaoweth well the frailties of humaa 
nature, and whofe interceflion can never be 
ineffedlual. Lee us, my friend, make our* 
felves acceptable to him ; let us lay hold of 
thofe terms of redemption which he has pro- 
cured for us> and our eternal interefls will be 
eftabliibed on a fure foundation. 

You, my Conftantia, are among thofe that 
have cbo/en this good part ; you have laboured 
for the bread of immortality, and have left 
that wbicb pirijhetb to the numbers who dif* 
quiet tbemfilves in vain. Let fuch be pitiedy 
my friend, and not defpifed; for fpiritual 
pride has its origin in fuch contempt, and it is 
one of the many unchriAian qualities of blind 
enthufiafnx: Nay, you (hould even watch 
over your pity ; for there is a kind of pity that 
is allied to contempt. 

D4 ' Born 
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BoRK with the gootlcfl heart, aad cvif 
afioiiAoBied to adore, vid^ tke poreft pi^QN 
flio Author of yoQr being, jreiur religioB is 
bixome habttual, and you kaow not the di& 
ficulty with which a heart long deroted to 
vice muft be reformed. 

Man, though born with faculties to reach 
through the depths of time, and powers to floa- 
ri(h through the ages of eternity, feldom looks 
beyoqd the prefent hour, or is affefled but by 
prefent objeds. The hnmorta^ foul confined 
to this manfion of earth, becomes enamoured 
of her habitation, and in time perfoades herielF 
that hire/be has a delight h ^eli. Qtoce fl>^ 
is follicitous how (he may repanr the softer-* 
ittg watt, and fepport the firail fabric. — ^Yet* 
ftirtfly this attacbmeet is ifarangc, CoaAaotia ;* 
flnce -notwithftaadiiig h^r foltcitude Smt is» 
]>refervauoB, this feama will foon. faU, aad 
very foon moulder into its native oMth; 
. - Yet 
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ifct 1^ little v^l^ and every breaft tjut Unov 
varm with, tiopo^ sm4 bufj wi(h deiigQ> fli^I 
Irop into the cold and fenfelefs grave. The 
jre thai h vQSkdbag xbh page fliali be ckfed 
] dariMeOi, aad tbc bftad that writes it fliaU 
tumble iQf9 deft. 

.iK tbat kour when the immortal fpirlt (hall 
xchange this tranfient being for the allot- 
lenrs of eternity — ^in that awful hour. Con- 
^antia, what (hall fupport us ? .Nothing but 
lie confcioufnefs of a well condufted life. 
That divine confidence in the Father of na- 
ure, — that peace of God which paffeth all 

nderftanding that ferene affiance — ^that 

xalted repofe of foul — thefe are the fruits of 

life long refigned to God, and direfted by 

eligion. Yet furely thefe are well worth our 

ranficnt labours: If thefe are not fecured, 

^e have lived and we have toiled in vain, we 

: have. 
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O MT paternal friend, bow forcible is truth, 
divine trutb ! , Witb wbat pleafing conviftion 
did every ray of it, that illumined your lafl 
letter^ (hine upon my heart ! How poor did 
the interefts, the pleafures of this world ap- 
pear, when compared with the. pqre^ ikf 
feaceabU wlfdom that comethfirom above. 

F4THE, R of lighth. ever grant me, thj? 
wiGiom. ! Lefr the prayers of my, father an4 
my friend co-operate widi my awn^ a^ thy 
carnal tbi:oae> and procure for me tb^ ble0e4 
io^eoces of tb]f facred Spijrit. 

This« my venerable guide, is th& fubQwc^ 
pf.my daily prayer,, whicb^ fince I oeoeiv^^d 
* ypHx taftru£Uons« I have repeated witb great- 
#1} a0iduity> I have ev^er beeacoovinced ih^t 
fhe dt^fioc ^ncuc-TGDcc was necefiai^ tQ.ai^/l 
mi \%X\9i 4ir<?M(fg^ of 9wr dut^f, as well as V> 
iiireft us in the knowledge of it ; bat t]iatcq* 
> phadcal 
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ffaa^al prayer 'wMch coodudec ^r tIetHr% 

^< that the eternal providence would eMight*' 
«« eh me with his grace," has given new force 
to my convictions. 

I WILL not prefcrlbe to you the fubjeA of 
^our letters. I (hall liften with pleafure and 
attention to your inftruAions, to whatever 
point of duty or of dod^riae they may be di- 
reAed ; but allow me to wifli, my revered 
friend, that on this important dofirine of 
grace I may foon receive your valuable obfer- 
Tations. 

Possibly tlits divine ^fpemfaiion may be 
seceflary in a greater or ia a k(s degree than 
I fuppofe it to be. I have received different 
ioMmts of k lirosi the profeflibrs of our holy 
fiikb» but I thiak that all of tlieffl have coo- 
ctoded it to be aeceflary for «% though ia 
9 what 
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^hit meafare k was neceflary/. thtsy haveubt 
agreed. 

It is generally underftood that this divine 
grace' is the confequential privilege of Chrifti- 
anity, purchafed for us by him who died for 
our redemption ; yet I have fometimes thought 
that the author of the book of Pfalms prayed 
for this enlighteaing grace, in that pailage 
which you have quoted in one of your letters, 
My Godf lightifi mini eyes^ that I Jleep not tie 
fleep of death. 

With refpeft to this opinion, a^ well as 
to the necei&ty or expedience of divine 
grace, and the degree in which it is difpenfedi 
i wait your kind inflru Aions. 

Those books of flaming devotion, which 
you have advifed me not to read, I own I 
have hitherto been too fond of. Particularly 

lince 
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Qnct I entered upon the cooventoal life, I 
have been much converfant in fuch books. 
They were recommended to me by my lady 
abbefs, who is a good woman ; but her devo« 
tton feems not to be of that ferene and tem.* 
pcrate kind which you defcribe and approve^ 
She is unequal in her religious deportment, 
•being fometimes elevated, but more frequently 
depreft. 

What do I not owe to you, my Father, for 
procuring me the book of God in a language 
I underftand ? Agreeably to your direftions, 
I make that my principal ftudy, and truft that 
it is able to make me wife unto fahat ion. 

Never, I hope, in the heart of your Con- 
ifamtia, fhall that fpiritual pride you mention 
find a place. I am too fenfible of their un- 
happy condition u;^^ live without Gcd in the 
world, to look upon them with any other cmo- 
4 tions 
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^ons than ^ofe of )>ur^ a>m))aI&on. V 
the heart that U dcfKtutcof ^crigiojnptta 
own has been a fellow fafercr ;' aM !hou 
tritrinph in my comparaiive tisLffkidh or pt 
■^*4hould t ifience derive' any (biitflk^t! 
contempt for others, the refleflioh W4 
father mortify than rdbth'rnc/littee I m< 
Appear tq defpife in them, what t m^ 
had been. . . • 

'•• kacj 

The hour of prayer is at hand — ^I coi 
daughters of devotion, I jbin'yon-^tffffi 

will I once more iiitreat the Author of life. 

^ ... -i-.A 

death long to fpare you for (he comfort, 
fupportof 

CONSTAIJC 
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L B T T E R VH, 
Thjmdosius to Constant I A. 

I INTENDED to make the difpeofatioa 
of grace the fubjeft of a letter, and I 
thank yM for patdog me in a method of 
treatiogit. 

Your firft queltion is, Whether this dif* 
pcnfatioii was only the confequential priTiiege 
of duriftianity i or whether it was not alfo the 
privilege of Jndaifm ? 

Th£ latter part of this propofition yon in* 

fer from that poetical petition of the pfaknift. 

My Gcd^ lighten mim if tSf &c— Now, Conftan- 

tia, it is obvious enough to fuppofe that theking 

^ Ifrael might pray for the illumination of the 

E divine 
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dlvme S|>irit9 as. his fon tod faccelTor prayed: 
for. wtfdoni) though under thdr fyftem ti^n, 
toas no '.pandfr of the orJUnatj Aifponfatiom , tf, 
grace. It v^uld he oatoral for a people yA^ 
"vtvt viJkM if- GpJf afMtbolMrid^iMkfi^iDanjb 
occaiiGfos^ the mterpofitioQ of his provjdeec^t 
to apply u> hm: foi^ hisi .^flSNuu^ imimi ihtt 
GOftfltQs of f digHxiSr df^r, ^ ^«lOi|l|| b%fi$li 
more aaturai* fcnr xhtm.ui9t^[ yi-^JSaf^K^ jfH 
petition for thar ligbt, of which foiM MWipj^ 
ttoos were cbmmuoicated in.tbt'ixtriw^iiiiff' 
iQ^jpt^ce^^qf the (jpirlt, tluxy^ sqprcedri^w 
the: fcheme of tbe etmial aadruiieriiii^pf|pvi« 
dence, the perfe£lion of it.fhould not be dif^ 
played till thefulnefs of time:. ' ^ ' ' ^ ^ 

T;h js rajy , be fqfpcKi\t*t^ antWer ydUr^firft 
q^^lqn, wt^ If rather coridus^'tt^aattfef^^ 

' "y^ira, re^eft' to th6.flcctfity or eicpieclh 
ehceofthe divine grace, IkavtixKicltiiiorei^ 
'^'. fay. 



&f. The phildbphers of our fyflem who . 
wrigfa every thiog in the fcale of lutorftl obli- 
gation, or moral aptitude, exdaip agaioft tbb 
^toSrine of grlcee,^ If you admit the impulfe 
of ilf ibperbr tfgeot^ where, fay thef , is the 
i BOWd ^ge ncy of mati'f BefideSt i&lt agreeable 
, t» the fliseft<if things that God (hould pre- 
fertb^^ila^ to ittaQi to which bis moral powers 
Jik>Qie\Kt not adequate ? Thi$, continue they^ 
W»!ali4)e tt>dutkeQod ao i^ptian ta(kmafter« 
TiM'mi6nA-p6W^s of man muft be adequate 
to^t^ihiti|sii|ppoialied him, and the doArine 
of.gnicfi i&thecefore fuperfluoos. 

At this avenue, which is opened by the 
chrlftian philofopher, in ru(hes the philofopher 
of lia^i^re. I{e,take$ up the argum^t where 
tbepl^er laid itdow;n.-— You haye very. ^\ght- 
]j observed. Sir, fays he, that God would be 
^ Sgyptiao taikmafier, if he gaive us a law 

tw€ were unable to live up toe Such, /iw- 
Pi JiJ 
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Jijl uj>on'it^ IS the law that lis faid to be in 
him — From him therefore it cannot be. - ' 

' Thus, Connantiai you feetheconfequei 
oF pKtloTophidng ia religioii.*-«<]^ijire Up qn^r 
(krubt to I the enemy, and he turas our^b^ 
ries'agftihft us.' To both thefe iingracioifs«( 
pdhents I Ihalt give a (hortanfwer. » To I 
cfi'riffian fopliift I fay, that the powers of In 
fliay be inadequate to the law of relive 
though its dtigin was from God ; and to t 
philofdpliiir of nature I anfwer, that thd >ii 
of religion may be from God, thodgh i 
p6wet*s of man are. in^de<]uate to it.. T 
fime argument will prore both thefe po'ttt^ 

• -A PB&Jf ECT law might be given to impcrfe 
beings without any impropriety : It might I 
given to make them exert to the utmoft tl 
p6WefS''^bf't!/«t- nrttury;'dnd flrata to high 
clifgVties^f^ virtue .-for the high prize of the 
: callir 
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fi^Qg-^it m^ht be ^nteodcd to encourage aa 
ufefal emula^qn, ^J making fiill greater de« 
grees of excellence attainable ; — it might be 
ddiSg^edl to prerent indifference and lodcgen- 
dHM^' mhidk ima* <vrould Batiir»H]f^^l^4^7 
fiB#6d4t^'grofir upon liim, when f^otaxfi, \Kj!b^ 
ov^^fiowefSi^Qf aitaioiog U) mor^} fy^i:;li^£^^ 

Acfliapendem^ on ihpMm^gik\7;i^\^^i^t>f^^ 
ifioi^fhtohdxtStioB'lihxs pro(]tt4t^y^ of-;n^jr 
•Araamigdi. ; tit ;))re^nta that; :pr^e^apdjc;|rer 
fafiiefiriMrliiilh Are^loQ oft^n-the ^^d^.pf ,%:ul- 
wtf ati^aklepiKidibnoo. It ope^9;^ ia^cr^courfe 
9»ltb tbti Dett]r..;|9y;.4yrayer.; wUc^ tl^^H 
th^:i4H96:'\ikUghtfol: part .of(religi(ijif„;d(}i3rf 
would become unneceflary the moment that 
ii^^Sa'bf'aii^Qe grace flioutd be: f^ be 

»TU JlOUlJ.V -(.; f . .1,-7;; f,j.,r.* ,^f.p. \-..;. .r... .. 

■3*lit>M thcfcicorop^r^til^. c^^(f?> i,Coafl4a-, 
tiftjt^Tcsa^&e hcfw cxpedieat t$ the difpcjOilAtioii 
liiMli; E 3 of 
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of giace. How neceflfary it is for us in ott 
prefent fti^te, we need not make appeals to re^*^ 
foO| but to experience. 

To be ignorant of the {acred truths of hS 
li^oni and to be deftitute of the conimuni- 
cable influences qf God's holy Spirit, has Bedi 
always coniidered by good men a^ the mdft 
deplorable condition of human wretcfaedn^ 
Hence we find ' it reprefented in the (kcred 
writings by the terrible images of d»rknei$> .oi 
death. Ti^a/i^ fays the prophet, ih^tJaUin 
dar km/shave fan agreatli^bt^ andtbeytbiUwfXi 
in ibe nghn and tbe Jhadew of deatb^ ontbm 
ktlth ibe ligbt Jkintd. — Aumke thou ibat JUip0^ 
utid anjifrm the dead, and Ghr'tjl Jballgive ^hif 
ligbt.^^'J^ Gody Hgbten mine eyes that IJUip 
not in death. This was the petition of xiM 
prince, whofe devotion was h pure and ex- 
ited, that the Almighty himfelf bore teftimo- 
9y io his excellence in pronoundog him a man 

after 
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iiftir his own heart. And could he, th light 
^ Ifrael'^ — s-coald he, didioguilhed for bis 
knowledge of the then revealed religion-*-^ 
could he, illun>ined with thefpiritof prophe- 
rft-.^thlok i( neceflary to pray for the enlight- 
ening grace of heaven, and {hoiild not we 

mucH more? we, who cannot, ilke the 

rprophet, boaft any fuperior portion of the di- 
vine ypirit, and who have yet, ^ith hini, the 
«m^ propenfities to evil. 

On us, ihaeeJt, the fiih of rtghitiufhep hath 

'""fiikid. *to ns isdtfplayed a pcrfeft'ktibvMt'ilgQ 

^6f feie favinig tftiths, fh6fe6xJ(Weff dtftrttifes, 

'^ftiVS V«^«f th«i ifnljr ftfttt in typW 3Cn*'lhado^'s. 

* iflj OHT IriipiStfefs'tofcno^ the pf^feft Will of 

^'Opd, revealed by his foh, JefttS^Ohrifl. The 

'• fared Sciiptures ^ontaia cvtsfry thinjf neceflary 

' ta, felvatidn.'. There,* every mbfal duty ' is 

Cteft'ly ft«ted^ and every point of raitfijfi^ti- 

..tji.Vjj discovered .■ To thefe fountains of light 

E 4 and 
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0^4 immortality we may ftppl/i witbont dm^^ 
don, for that knowledge \ wUch J^a^k us fViM 
4iU truth. 

StBsasD be the grtdoos aixdiorjof atatr M^ 
vhfioa! ihi^'jpnl tf'fartitim -Is^ MW^tfllMI 
^bmy^ idiofe typea^ and figum^ii which ^w^bIb 
<|il JhkHwnfs ^ i$oi\Aingf,,ti49nm^^<kn^rat4 

"Iv'lr for ti9 then M w&oflilli5»i/i!^i|aft 
jlMiUa^ lb he willing^ ai' lettft, nhjoiiHM Me 
i^k^Aek ^brxrsfvfich tinWeariitt/afficiMl^)^ 
ihiaf'tKff'hbl7-Seriptbm/'faiWi& ^d'lM'Hlf 

i3^\i m'h\kt^ji fdencd/ if ^'tt^ldft^'*- 
tfi?^Mify to'ti(/i/^i ot^fttowfed^ kii9'6dP' 

life, if the acqniiitiott has been made by ttie 
:»i^^''' negle£l 
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The rude notices of natural retfoa done 

iM^f^frnf coodu^« Thofe Ughuu tboiigh, 
irf^folrtndiinirerfid^ are liablt/to beHsMbued 
b^rthofclaze of paffions^ to be €«foidc4 b)r: 
vice, or inincd by er cor^ Tlie mSsifyttilki/g; 
may be made fubfervient to the heart, and 
4iqllo|i€4'i9c^tb9 th&Dce of vhat ^^ymftkr^" 
Huki ikm-.'^h^t .ft^oi^ht to do. ^Tbe Iqirce 
qfttf9Kh^Ql»ybb^<pvi^<;omeby lui^ ani, JBi^; 

syjjHPWgS Qt.fJHW^" framing. It hf^txiX^^ 

<H'i *'T Such, 
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<• SucHi Conftaotu^ i^ ihf TiiiecQfiiQr of t^at 
. external ioformatioa which has beeg prdi^ariljr 
difpenfed to us by the Spirit of God ; which 
vhUje'Ihave been atceodUog to> i ha;r9 not 
loft itgfattif'iDf 'argamcat. 

t Thi fame caofes which coQcurto.qial^fjJ^ie 
W^Md «yideoce$ of the Spirit of God ip. 09* 
^eilary for .ourioformaUpn, render tb^ iptejr- 
ooal akisof hig grace as oeceilary for quit di,r(^- 
tiOQ and fupportia xhe difcharge.o£ ov;r dn^* 

: To acquift a iConfumiQate. kqpwledg^ of tfie 
holy Scriptures is. not alone fu£[icieQt to cou- 
duft us to the land of everlafiing life, j Thqfe 
are the leading ftar^by which we mufl: diredl 
oar cowfe^ liut other means ar&BecejQary to 
.guard us , frojcn . thg tenapeft above, and the 

■, B^h .H>elpw. The ocean of life is treache- 
rpusi and . i^ncertain. Many latent dangers 
await the palTeoger^ and he. is frequently in-' 

■ thcs 
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ikt grcaDeft peril >wbcQ he thiaks ikMl the 

cnoftfecore. 

■■'*■. • ' . ■ ■ 

v'^9rj[1£ I cba&ge the iceoe, aad fiiffofe 
that we have an earthfy^pt^E^c to tfaedty/iMtf 
1/ ««/ made with hands ? Yet in that cafe, how. 
^Btefly -dreuoiA^Dces of danger to die ti«?dler 
i^oes tte allegory afibrd me ! A ihosfiuad «e- 
tiddiN- 'concur to make as deviate from lA# 
mrhH^^^ihat leadeth U life. We are on one 
lldb fhfea^ened bj horrible predpioes, on ano- 
ther invited by profpefls of beauty. Dcfpair 
points dtit' to U8 the length and ^fficnlty of 
the jou]*ney, and wearioefs importaaes ns to 
Icek the irallics bf repofe. 

The objeft, indeed, at which wc fiaaOy 
^im^ would infinitely counterbalance e^ery iii- 
convenience. And the fvffhrini% tf ibefrifini 
'time will beitr no c6mpjrifon«;rf6 ibeglmj that 
Jballbe tevealifd among us\ Ent objeAs pfaetd 

at 
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«iiadiflaQce,howevev1tDpOfeaiit,f soever ftrottg^ 
]g^ sfE^ lUS'-'As iQ the attraaioQ of. boding 
if thoCe vith. which they fympatfaize htfntt^ 
aioied^'they wilLadlKlrc to Qcfaers moreoBlsar^ 
iQ^wlocfa tbejr hanre:Je& i£iatioD.> > '. >• : Qoi 

Soma portioa of diYine grace» fome mea- 
(iifejof G0d^9 hdf ^Spiritjis i&^rp^tf&Bly: be* 
ceflaqriforevtrj ChrUllao. Mtri huibSaiiM4fr 

divine ijoral^^a, . wiU^ootalwiysibeiq^fideol 
t^£u|qK)rtiiS!iB oQfdeit];!; ' How^aftesJ .^th ' 
the coQvi^lion of truth ilpaaf 0% are i^diiofiKM 
fibly drawn into the ways of error ! How oft- 
€n> in the confcioufoefs of determined jitite* 
grjty;,! are we' betrayed int^ vice by the ihdtft' 
geQ»9 of.temptoiioQ ! Though we may in gc^o^r 
t4l\ he «y«sy. fenfiUd of our duty; yet we have 
not «vat >4U times . the iattie capacity of acv 
Kfltioay fkor ^tibc:fimeTeadinc{s.of appn^heo^ 
fioo^ ^tiitiogoifii ^ood from eril. The fa^t* 
- ■. tics 
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Aet^of. the miadi^.'arcfometimcs vigaroBBi ttnA 
(iHUOtimes ; koguicU 'l?he wiU -is . ifrequeDciy 
wtabcd ihy. idkpoCs^ or fblicitsd . <by jdefircf, 
MrhhDOt:i!X€ci¥ttig any iQllru^tioos from. rea» 

ion; and theiiBCOttoinyof vthe(oalii.ofoiM 
in diforder than that of the body. 

dJili&cb^inminAsi)K;e$4 Cpn(laQtia^>a«e wi^ 

tik dirolibeiiiAacaDef of tbeiSpii^ 

lajko^x»cia^iBai7o\»'*patbs o£^dui^ .^''Cik 
thece boaBy^jdoi&t t]^at the ordinary: difpenfa* 
lioM'Of ig^race axA B0s£ai)i ^ v 

-jV% v /H ; fv v. :,» rj..- \v . !■ »■ 

^djKuT.in/^vfaat degree^ .you.aik, is tfals^racc 
Qcdioarily ^penfod i . To which I jnuA beg 
IditF^to anfwer^'^^bat God givith^jm^bh Sfiv*it 
lyfrnea/mre^. If u enough f6c!iUs^tO(kBi>woR^hat 
he hath, dod^JTcd^.-tlUt ^ grmtjsfi^dint far 
m. Itijtnuft.be necoflary iaiacgneartiir Qc«a.'ki| 
dcgrse^'id proportion to the'dSfiqroiit^iMpers 

fitua- 
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£raittoin anddrcomflsfices of mnddiid. And 
to. the ptsyers md ^deavoiifs'of ^adi^$>flflB«( 
deficf thereof wiU b^ difpeiifed/ 'P^ d^ 
fnj&£t aad^ eildeaVoar^ I* &y» it wilt be^difit 
peifed i9gntcMy to wbich'W« ard ti>ld> |:b«it 
mr biownfy F0ihir willgivt^tfhii PTotySpird U 
them thai ajk it in his Son*s name. And.wbile 
we are infermed that // is Gi^dwbbtiioi'Mh inHis^ 
wc are cofltuoaoded to w^ri dtit -os^ ovM/tsiMittiM 
Thii«> Conftantk, a ftifficiedc^ oiP the divialEf 
grace is promifed to oup prayers^-^promifedi to 
oo*operate ^th oor^ ett^feftfOisrs: Attd itii 
thus, that the (sconoiAf of grace interferei 
not with that freedom of will oq which all 
oar merit, as rationalcieatufes, ifffoandled. 
Owr pnryers and eftdeavburs arc vohiftfafjr 
aiEls^ add we are conf^quciftly as much' at It* 
Mettf t6 lay hold of- tb^ dtfpenTadott trf" grace 
a^'O^' redemption; and as mncharKberty'to 
rrfeft it^ torefift dr ttffke^nf^ the spirit* 

Wer« 
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W&RS not thh the cafe, CbnftaStis ; were 
the diQ)eiifation of grace entirely iadependbnt 
<A -our own will, the moral agency of mair 
would be (tpcikitd, and the dodrioe of re^' 
wurds -aod punifiiinents would be vain, ff;* 
accordiiig to the dodrinc of fanattcks, the grace * 
oSTGiod be an impulfive principle, partially be- 
ftcfwed,. and adtnating us as mere machines, 
tbea. the. Almighty has taken our falvation en- 
tirely, into his own hands, and rendered moral 
Tirtue. an empty name. 

But this doftrine will on the conclufiohbc 
S:^IUK[. blafpheHMDUS to. God, and injurious to 
3^1dj»d« Kbr rf God be the fole agent of 
E>W' (alYAtionf to him. It muft be owing if any 
EqqI. perilheth : And if m^ral virtue be vaio;, 
the flood-gates of vice s^aybe thrown opea« 
sind the world be overwhelmed w^tfa the de« 
luge. 

2 But 
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;Biit if God be the fole author pf our fal«a« 
tioD^ and if his grace be an impulilve prind* 
pie, which we cannot relift^ then no ibul fhali 

'peri(h; for we are exprelly told that God is, 
m&t wtliiug that any Jhouldperijb, but that alt 
JbtuUcvmi to npentanci. tf it fliould be repll^ 
cd that ibme do perifh, nay that many go on 
t« ibi trsad ivay to deJiruSlion^HtitXi I anfwer, 
that God has not the power to do what he 
is willing to do« He is willing that none 
ihoold perifti, and yet you fay that fome do 
periih) therefore there are fome whom be has 
it not in hb power to fave. Now God is all- 
powerful} confequently he mud have difpen- 
ied with his power in that cefpeA by making 
the (alvation of man conditional. If we ac- 
cept not the mercies of the gofpel on |he terms 
that are offered to us, God himfeif can do no 
snore for us — ^God himfeif cannot a£l inconfift- 
ently with his own laws. Every attribute of 
rhc fupreme perfcftion muft be perfeft — ^Juf- 

ticc 
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ftfc tod truth' arc his cflcntiil attributes-** 
tiis'jnftice and his truth therefore muft be pef'^ 

^ Vo u (ce, iny friend, how wretchedly found- 
ed is that fanatical doSrine, which reprefents 
the grace of God as an irrefilUble principle, 
ifting unconditionally, and impelling men to 
falvatioti. Vou fee what didionour it Wduld 
Ining tipon the Deity, what diforder amongft 
mankind, and how incoilfiflent xt is with the 
acred writings. 

If therefore the grace of God be a condl- 
ibnal, not ail irrefifltble principle, it will, as T 
jbfcrvcd before, be difpenfed only ina filfficietit 
Jegree: That is, it will efFccStually co-operate 
with our own endeavours in working out our 
talvation. More than this we have no right to 
cxpelJt from the .grace of God, Infinite wif- 
dom will not d9 what is not neceffary to be 
p done. 
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' doDC. The rextr40$dii\|ry iafiueaces ni ^ 

Spirit «re <eaibfL bociiiic theyjtceiiotaiger 
ffiquifite; therefore though many miridtt 
may be done by the interceiEoQ of departed 
faints, yet I believe none of thofe fiunts, foch 
I mean as exifted fince the apoftolic aera, did 
any miracles when living *• 

St. Paul himfeif, ia liis firft epiftle ta 
the converts at Corinth, tells them that the 
miracnbus power of the holy Spirit ihoald 
ceafe, but that charity, which ;was a moral 
race of Chriflians, (hould ftill remain, in 
confeqnence ^ thofe or^finary difpenfiuioiii of 
the Spirit, that (hould contiQue with thr 
church. 

Whatever, therefore, appears to exceed 
thefe oi'dinary influences of grace, the raving 

• This 18 a ^ery modeft degree of faith for the Father ©fa 
-Convent: The Editor, for hit part, helievei at much the 
liviB{ at the pofthumoui miracUt of thft Satins, 

flighu 
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IRghts of enthnfiafixi, and the rage of fanadc 
ftal ^ the fiidden fanpulfes of devotional rap- 
tare, and the vild reveries of Tartuffiatl 
dreamers; all thefe are the fraits of infane 
imagiDation, and cannot proceed from that 
pore and peaceable Spirit which cometh from 
$ht Father cf lights. 

The office pf that Spirit Is to Inform the 
;nind with a right fenfe of its duty, and to ani- 
mate and encourage it in the difcharge of it. 
ta this fight it is properly called by our Re** 
^eemer that Comforter which (hould liad ut 
into all truth, and ttacb us all things. 

How much are thofe offices mifreprefented 
by the fbibwefs of Calvin, and by enthufiafts 
of every denomination { What vlfionary com- 
fiinnicationS) what fuggeftions of fick fancy 
have thofe delirious dreamers imputed to the 
6piric of wifdom ! as if Gpd would reiider 
F a vain 
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vaia that faculty of reafon which charaAeri^ 
zes n&an by his own image, and as if ^he ea- 
lightening Spjrit of grace wooid rather obfcur^ 
than iilumine the uoderftandiDg, thefe un- 
tbiakiog men have charged upon the opera- 
tions of that Spirit the moft extravagant ef*^ 
feAs of wild infanity. Under the influence 
of imaginary calls feme have preached, and 
fome have prophefied. The mechanic has 
forfaken his awl, and his wife her diftaiT, and 
with heads full of glorious vifions, tpgethte 
they have iflued into theilreets and highways 
to publilh the everlafliDg gofpel. ^ 

It will always be difEcuIt for devout igno* 
ranee to diftinguifh between the fuggedbns of 
imagination, and the influences of the divine 
Spirit. Unaccuftomed to abAra^led thinking, 
or even to draw condufions from the mpft 
fimple propoCtions, the ignorant are unable 
to form any judgment of that mode of infpi- 

ration. 
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itlon, which ihould bemoft confiftent with 
le wirdom of providence. They confidcr 
ot that it muft be more agreeable to infinite 
tiowledge to invigorate the nobler faculty of 
:kfon, and to bring the paflions into fubjec* 
on^ than by inflaming them to weaken that 
(culty^ and by fo doing to put darknefsfsr light. 
fence all the waking dreams of bliqd entha«> 
afm are cheriflied and refpefted as the off- 
)ring of grace ; and the miftaken vifionary 
Grribes to the author of reafon fuch impulfes 
ad communications as could only exift In a 
lind where reafon was impotent, 

fitJT the delufions of innocent enthu'fiafm 
rould hardly dcferve attention, were they not 
Hnetimesiprodu£Uve ofconfequences that ren* 
er that enthufiafm no longer innocent, Froflft 
lie belief of divine impulfes the flames of per- 
^ution have been lighted, and the altars of 
]perftition have been adorned \ the fitogtli^ 
F 3 nous 
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nous have been prompted to iadolg« their lU^* 
toral tbirft of bloody and the gloomy haf«; 
foriaken the fociety of human creatures, and 
inhabited caves and cells in foliury baSdtjm 
This fpecies of religions retirement I haire, 
ever condemned ; but my ebjeftions do not; 
2SkSt the conventual Ufe» for there is great 
difference betweeq retiring to a cave in Ibmo 
unfrequented delarti and entering into a re^* 
figlous ibdety *• Many more than tbele 
have been the efiefts of miftaken impuUb. 
The luflory of the church in evei^r period 
abounds with them. 

Yet how eafy is it, upon refle£liony to 
guard againft tbefe delnfions ! What is the end 

' '*■ Tbere ii iadeedy m Futher FMUdi oMnir«i> i^ dMbMtt 
llrtween theft two km of minneAti Vot^ m th« Mtw^f 
OjpSBJOiv the difference lies only in the mode ; Cor th^ .ase 
fqoally repugnant to the determinations of providence, which 
lUk mftde, the Whole mortl ^ tff man to cOfxfih fallftfc &- 
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of difiiie grace f It is oolj to aid us ia the 

kdoiricdge and in the difcharge of our duty. 

Therefore whatever impulfe hath, other ten* 

deucy than thefe, it caouot be of God — ^be- 

caufe it is not agreeable to bb wifdom, to do 

^^t is foperfiaous. A fufficienqr of his grace 

is ^hat alone he hath promifed us> and what 

alone it is conliflent with infinite wtfdom to 

give. Will the Father of lights " amufe his 

creatures with dreams and reveries ^ Will be 

Iport with their paflions, deprefs and elevate^ 

inflame ^d diftraft them i Will be not rather 

affiff fucb as call upon him faith/ulfy, to bring 

tEofe paflions into fubjedion ; and to confirm 

in its proper empire the nobler principle of 

reafon ? Is not fach the mode of operation 

that the all-wife Creator would alDgn to his 

affifiing Spirit i The wtfdom that cometb from 

^oviy we are told, is pure and peaceable : Such 

^ifdom is congenial with our reafon, which 

is a clear and fteady prlndple; ^nd therefore, 

F 4 it 
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!t muft aS ID concorrence ivlth that.prliicipk^ 
at leaA: its cfTeAs cannot be repngoant to iu 
conceptions* 

. Tiius, Conftantia, by the information of 
t^e revealed word, and by the ufe of that re%* 
fon which God has given as that we may be 
able to underfland hU wUI, we learn the na-r 
lyre of fuch difpcnfations as his wifcjom hattb 
thought proper to compipnicat^ to q?. 

I :^ AVE extended my obfervatioos on this 
fubj^dt farther than you defired, or might tx,- 
ppft, becaufe the doflrine of grace is an im- 
portant fubjeft, and the right underftanding 
of it may not only prefcrve us from many i^b- 
furdities and indecencies in r<:ligiou$ doty, but 
frpm many dangerous errors both in prance 
^nd belief. — When once the heart gives itfelf 
up to blind fanaticifm, we cannot tell to wb^ 
attempts it may be f(?duced, gr ^hcre the in- 
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!ue&cesof anreflrained, and (whatwiHalnibft 
always be the confcqiiencc)of mifdircfted paf- 
Sons may lead us. — ^When the knaghiation 
:riainphs over reafon, the ttcodomy of the 
nlnd is deftroyed ; and cpnfufiony with infankf 
t her rear,' approaches, and iifurps^ die cm- 
3ire of the foul. 

" May every miniftnng fpirit of heaven gunrj 
he peace of my Cohftantla ! Mij hef piety 
>e .uniformly ratioqal and calm ! May the in- 
:enfc of her devotion rife from the altar of 
eafon, the voluntary facrifice of gratitude 1 
ilay ftic ever knwu whom Jhe worfiips^ and rc- 
nember that an intellectual Being requireth ao 
QtelleAual adoration ! In every vlOl of wor- 
hip, and in every point of duty, may (he be 
ondantly fupported and directed by the pur^ 
nd peaceable Spirit of truth ! By that Spirit 
nay (he be enlightened to difcern thofe finer 
fktignsithat exift between the Creator .and th« 

creatures 
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cnMRFTy wtkddAktg^iSk^d by tlie eye bi i 
ioteUigeacey acod learn from' tbcace m( paly 
ivbat k due^ but what is acceptable to God* 
Uodef every circuiPiftaace of life may ihc be .. 
kappy is eafe, or cootented ia f efig^adoa ^ and 
when the ihoct thread of li& if fpaa, wbea 
ibe enters upon the inheritance of houaortalityy 
M^fhe receive the folnefs of thoTe blejOiDgli 
which INFINITE BENEVOLENCE has ia re« 
ferre for tbofe tbac honour him. 

FftANCIS» 
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LETTER Virt. 

C0N5ti:K1riA to TUB^DdSltfS* 

HOW beaotiful doe^ tfaerel'^^a of CbrU 
filam aprpear^ \rheii beheld "^ith.tb^ 
eyeof rea£dai How amlabk the ben€vc4«iK 
author of it i Surely, my revered frkody there 
1% a fecntt delight in the iovei^gatipa of diviat 
truths, and the difcevery of them afTi^ds the 
greateft of pleafures. Your moA ebliging 1^- 
ter on the fubjeft of grace gave you, I pre- 
fume, no lefs fatisfaflion in the writing, thaa 
it afforded me in the perufal; and I think I can 
difcern in the more animated pafTages of .that 
letter thoie pleafmg fen&dons you felt wheo 
the light of religious truth (hone the cleareA to 
your eye. If I am not miflaken in this, .and 
if your pleafure ia writicg that letter, wcra 
tqiial to that wh)ch I found *a reading it^ yot^ 

have 
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hive bad a better reward than my poor that 
6ui give yott.* • ' * 

Tou have jaftified the (cheme <X pro 
dence in the difpenfadoo of grace agaiaft ev^ 
objedion that has been or can be broDj 
againft it. You have placed in a clear Ii{ 
the benevolent parpoTes of the Father of m 
cies in that difpenfation, who has made n 
dependent on him for the afliftance of his ( 
vine Spirit, only becaufe he has a delight 
give it, and becanfe it mnft be the happin 
and comfort of his creatures to receive it. 
plainly appears from yonr accoiiQt of it, tl 
the oeconomy of grace interferes not with tl 
freedom of will on which all moral goodn 
iniift be founded, and without which we cot 
neither be capable of v||tue nor vice, ndtl 
indtled t9 rewards, nor liable to puni(hme] 
Jt appears that the moral agency of m)in m 
be exerdfed io'^tbe application of the divi 

gnw 
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cace^-andtlut he is at liberty either to appfy. 
rtorcjeait, . .. 

With refpeS to the degree in which it is 
ifpeDfed, you .have> oo doubt* righdyobier* 
:d, that as God will not do what is uime** 
cflary, no more than a fufficienqr of it will 
e granted to oui' prayers: And as to the 
lode of Its operation, it is furely confiftent 
ith the wirdom that gave us reafon for our 
ireAion, to render by his grace the eflTorts 
'that reafon cfFeAualy in fubjeding the paf- 
>nS) and reducing them to the obedience of 
s holy la\Ms. By a rational worfhip, you. 
ve obferved, in a former letter, that God is 
>il honoured « when* ff om a due and difpaf- 
inate confideration of his benevolent works; 
3 come, from a principle of gratitude, to offer 
m a nafonabli facrtfice. This fagrificc would 
deed be no longer reafopable, were wo 
refillibly impelled to ofier i; by the influences • 

of 
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As you were not difpleafed with my ca- 
count of the dif|)enration of grace, 1 
(irill now give you my thoughts on a duty, to 
the due discharge of which that difpenfation 
is promifed. I have obferved befo/e, tbat^ 

* The Editor hai been favoured by iome gpntlemea wicb 
ebjedions to certain paflages in this letter^ and by others with 
intwcts^to thofls objcfftionfr— To both ht tfcknowliedges him- 
f^f ebligisd.— Tht leroMv woe kind in thdr defice tcil^st him 
right, vrh^K they ruppofcd him to be mifialcen } the latter in 
their readineft to adopt and defend liis opinions. 

The Lady who requcftcd that the Editor would prefcribe a 
form of prayer agreeablb to the principler laiil doWn fn this 
letter, would ceruinly be obeyed, did he not hope that this 
would (bme time or other be done by abler handfi— At the 
fame time» that Lady may be pleafed to obferve that general 
forms can only be calculated for public wor/hip $ and that th^ 
peculiar exigencies of individuals will at once require and 
fuggeft particular forms of prayer, 

T ■ were 
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xrere the grace of God an unconditional and 
ri-cfiftiblc principle, our prayers would be 
uperfluous. Had the almighty providence 
brmed an irreverfible decree with refpeft to 
mr falvation, or were he totally uninfluenced 
>y any thing that we (hould do in order to ob- 
ain the aid of his (acred Spirit, our aflsof de« 
rotion would be as abfurd as every other aft 
>f duty vi^oiild be vain. Yet there are many, 
i^bnftantia, who hold this do£brine : Becauie 
he Chriflian covenant is called the covenant 
)f grace, they annihilate the moral agency of 
nan, and reprefent him as entirely pafGve in 
he accompUfhment of his falvation. I have 
bfficiently expofed the errors of this unfcrip* 
ural doArine, and (hall therefore proceed to 
onfider prayer as one of the means of grace. 

Our Saviour himfclf, who died for our/ins^ 

nd rofe again for our jujlifiation^ (that is for 

»ar deliverance from eternal death; for the 

G word 
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word juftificatlon ♦ in the facred wridags, gene- 
rally fignifies deliverance, and in that fenfc I 
vrnderftaod it in this paJOTage) our Saviour him* 
felf, I fay, whofe merits with the Father were 
the primary means of procuring us this grace, 
exprefly convinceth us that it is to be obtain* 
ed by prayer. For in the firft place, this 
was the method by which he propofed to ob- 
tain it for us — I will pray to the Father^ fays he, 
end he will find you another Comforter^ whojball 
abide with you always \- and in the next plate, 
he aflures his difciples that his heavenly Fa- 
ther will give his holy Spirit to them that aik 
it. The paflage is exprefs to the purpofe. &. 
fay unto you^ AJk and it Jhall be given you^fiek ancs::^ 
yi'Jhallfindy knock and it Jhall be opened unto you, "^2 
J'or every one that ajketh receiveth^ and he tha ss 
fiekethfirJeth, and to him that knock eth it Jhall b^^ 
opened. Which of you^ being a father^ if hk.-^ 

• The Editor has had the pleafure to iin4 ^hc preft S^ 

Biihop of Lincoln of his opinion, with re^rd to this fer^ ^ 

of the word JuJUfcatlon, 
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fonjballajk breads will give him ajlone? Or if 
afijb^ wiWbe for a fjh giije blm a ferpent ? Nity ^ 
4ind if hijhould ajk an egg^ will he give him M 
fcorpion? If ye^ 'then, heing evil, know how to 
give geod gifts to your children^ how much ra» 
ther Jhall your Father^ who is in heaven^ give tbt 
holy Spirit to them that afk him ? The pains that 
the divine reafener hath takea to coQvince his 
difciples upon this point of faith, are very re- 
inatkable. He firft commands, or rather ex- 
horts them to ofFer their prayers to God; 
then, for their encouragemenlt, he afTures them 
that fuch prayers are heard and granted \ and 
afterwards, for their convidlion, he infers aa 
undeniable conclufion from a parity of reafoa* 
Thus there remains no doubt, that as the me- 
diatioa of Chrift is the primary, fo prayer i$ 
the fecondary means of grace. 

In what words, then, and with what fpi- 

rit (hall we pray l-^Wherewithal Jhall we come 

before the Lord^ and bumble ourfelves before the 

Q 2 hi^h 
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hi^b God? Is not, it may be afkcd, that fona 
of prayer which our Saviour taught his dif- 
ciples, comprehenfiye of all our wants, and 
fuffident for the Chriftian church in all ages ? 
Should this queflion be put, I. would anfwcr 
in the negative. The prayer which our Sa- 
viour taught his difciples was a temporary 
form. The redemption of mankind was not 
then accompliflied : The means of grace were 
not efFeftuated. The Saviour of the world 
was not afcended into heaven, and it was in 
confequcnce of his afcenfion only, that the 
Comforter^ the Sprit of truths was granted to 
the church. If I go not away^ fays he, the 
Comforter will not come unto you \ hut if I go 
away^ 1 will fend him unto you. It Was im- 
poffibk, therefore, that he fliould teach hi$ 
difciples to pray for that grace which was noc 
yet attainable, nor communicated, except ha. 
an efpcciai manner. Some fubtle interpreters 
have, indeed, fuppofed that the meaning o^ 

•• th ^ 
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<* thy kingdom come," in the prayer above- 
mentioned, is metaphorical, and that the in- 
fluence of grace is thereby fignifieds but 
(fetting afide thofe arguments I have brought 
againft the poflibility of this interpretation) 
I would aflc thefe men, whether it be pro- 
bable that the wife author of our falvatioa 
(hould teach his difciples to exprefs fo impor- 
tant a petition by a diftant metaphor?— 
•Whether be who taught them plainly to fay, 
** give us this day ouy daily bread," would 
not, if it had been then proper, have taught 
them as plainly to fay, " give us the grace of 
thy holy Spirit," or to have exprcfled them- 
felves in fome other form of words as dear, 
and as much to the purpofe. Had the words, 
thy kingdom come^ no fign^ficatlon that was lite- 
rally obvious, they might as well have been 
wrefted to one fenfe as to another ; but the 
kingdom of God was an expreffion familiar to 
the ears of the difciples, and to them it required 
G 3 . PQ 
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ho coitinent. They knew thai it meant the 
eftabiiibmeat of the Meffiah's evaDgelical 
kingdom. Another argument that this. form 
of prayer was. temporary and i$ now infufii- 
cient, is this, that the, apoflles made ufe of . 
other prayers. — ^To prove this it is not necef- 
fary to adduce a iingle inftaoce, becaufe 
numbers oiTer themfelves. 

Neither is it neceflary for me to inftruft 
you, Conflantia, in what words you Ihould 
pray for the ajGTiflance of the divine Spirit. Elo- 
quence is in nowife efTential to prayer ; it may 
be neceflary for the perfuafion of men, but 
God fetteth it at mught. Let us not think that 
we fhall be heard the fooner for our much . 
fpeakingy nor yet for the elegance of our cx- 
preflion. If we pray by a fet form, let the . 
language of it be artlefs aud unaffe^led, and in 
that refpcft referable the fv.glenefs or fimpfi- 
city of heart, with which we Ibouldoffirr it to 

tbe 
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ttc all-knowing Wlfdom. I would readily give 
70U fuch a form as I fpeak of, but the church 
alloweth not a private ecclefiaftic to compofe 
and communicate a form of prayer. For you, 
however, whofe underftanding is clear, and 
whofe memory is retentive? who digeft your 
thoughts with propriety, and exprefs them 
with eafe, fcarce any form of private devotion 
is neceffary *. 

' With regard to the fplrit and manner 
wherewith we ought to approach the eternal 
Providence, we cannot be too attentive to fo 
important a ciircumftance. We fhould endea- 
vour^ as much as poffible, to be ferene and 
recollefted. Before we addrefs that Almighty 
Being, we ftiould meditate a moment on his 
fublime perfeftions, and fill our minds with 

• How idle have been all the difputes concerning the pre- 
Pcrence of praying by form, or praying extempore I Both have 
:he preference in their proper place 5 the former in public, 
ht Utter in private devotion. 

G 4 the 
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the idea of his glorious attributes. But ra* 
tber let us coatemplate him in his benevolent, 
than in bis juridical capacity. We ought in- 
deed never to be without the idea of the lat- 
ter, but the firft (hould always have the lead- 
ing influence in oqr minds. Our heavenly 
Father trcateth us not as fervants, but its fons; 
our adls of obedience, therefore, to himlhould 
be purely filial. He delighteth not in the pro- 
Aration of fervile fear, but in the chearful 
worfhip of reverential gratitude. Let us not 
approach him with the cries and lamentations 
of Moloch's v/orftiippers, nor with the fclf- 
caftigation of tlie votaries of Baal. Yet on 
this, as well as on every other occafion, let 
us remember the vaft diftance between fallen 
man and his Creator ; let us confider that our 
God, though fcated on the throne of ever- 
lafting mercy, is an offended Being, whofe 
laws we have broken, and to whofe favour 
we have forfeited our natural right. Thefe 

refleilion? 
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efle£iions will make us approach him with 
bat humble and dependant fpirit; wbkhi&aft 
eoome a frail and erring creaturd; in' th^pre** 
;nce of its almighty and all-perfcft judgfe. 

Let the incenfe we ofFcr. him be the pure 
3d undiflembled devotion of the heart. Let 
8 avoid the Pharifatcal qftentatioa of long 
rayers. Our moral and religiouf , as well as 
ur natural wants» may be exprefled in few 
ords, and God is npt flow to hear. One' 
enitential figh, one humble acknowledgment, 
ill find its way to heaven. One earneft peti- 
OQ for the divine ajGSftance, one fincere ex- 
rejQion of gratitude, will be as effeAual as a 
loufand repetitions. DifFufe and dcclama- 
►ry prayer is a mark of fanaticifm, the bold 
id extravagant effufion of holy impudencim 
lall we think that the Divine Wifdom is to 
I courted by much /peaking ? Is it neceflary 
lat the fincere of heart ftiould weary Heaven 
ith lon^ importunity ? Would not this be 

to 
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^ hplfok tbat God is hard to be Izftre^ted, 
lir that b\$- ear is obAru£lcd» and cannot hear? 
Uov bvkf is that temporary fc>rm of prayer 
Irbkh our Saviour taught his difciple&l Does 
that form cofitaia one fuperfluous word, or 
9m fdere collateral or unimportaat thought ? 
b the itx^ginmioQ indulged hi vain defcrip- 
tims, or are the palfioos rouzed to eager im« 
pKcatkxis ? As if the divine author of it had 
ibvcfeea the idle prolixity of thofe ranting 
pi^ycFS \»hich (hould be ufcd in future ages 
of the church, he has in the above mentioned 
fcfm been remarkably concife. There is not, 
perhaps, m any language, an inftance of com- 
porfiiioQ where fa much is cxprefled in fo few 
vords* 

It muff be owned, however, that to exprcfs 
ear thoughts with brevity and precifion^ roufl: 
be the e'Fcft of literary fklU with us, as it 
was of divine knowledge with the author of 
the diHipIcs' prayer^ But from the brevity of 

» that 



r 9» ]' 

lat prayer wcmay learn, what may be of mote 
sneral ufe, to oflfer no fuperfluousaddrefle^ ta . 
le Almighty. If wc look into many of our 
lodern forms of prayer j particularly fuch as 
ive been compofed by Chriftians for their 
ivatc ufe, and afterwards printed for the fer- 
ce of the pirblic, we (hull find that this pre- 
:pr has been very much neglcfted. With a 
ofufion of depreciating exprcffions, partly 
Ken from the facreJ writings, and partly 
le coina-e of their own imaginations, as if 
ley would make a merit of their felf-abafe- 
ent, .they are loud in complaining of them-? 
Ives as the worft of creatures* This, is a 
irlcfque upon Chriftian humllUy. I have 
lown a pious lady, whofe life was one con- 
Qucd icene of devotion, daily repeat thefe hu- 
iliating lies, when (he offered up her prayers 
the Father of truth and wlfdom. Our Sa- 
Dur's approbation of the Publican's praypr 
brdf 00 argument in favour of thefe. The 

Publican 
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Publican was fuppofed to be really a finner, 
pot in the ordinaty but in the extraordinary 
fenfe of the word ; yet even be makes no pa* 
fade of kumiiiaiion. - He, though a PublicaOf 
does not call himfelf the worft of men, but 
faith limply, ^* God be merciful to me a 
*' /inner." This was all that he faid^ and 
all that was neceflkry for him to fay. 

These over-abaiing forms of prayer are 
not only improptr for the Chriflian who leads 
a regular life, but muft likewife be repugnant 
to his confcience, and obnoxious to his fin« 
cerity. It is inu)oinbIe that, while he is 
fenfible of his good difpofition, and endea- 
vours to live according to the divine laws, he 
fhould believe himfelf to be the wicked 
wretch that his prayers reprefent him. 

I HAVE yet one objeAlon more to thefe 
J^umili^ting rant^, thefe efiuiionsof fanaticifm* 



r 93 I 

They are not only improper for the good 
man, but nnnecelEiry for the Jumep-^at lieaft 
on the part of God they arc unneceilaryt 
For, of God can it ht fuppofed^ that he Is 
Ignorant of our conduA, flttd muft leara it 
from a multitude of felf-abafiog words { Or 
(hall we think that he delights in the frequent 
mention of that wickednefs, the praClice of 
which offended him ? Or may we beliere 
that he will be prevailed upon by the loud*- 
nefs of tautological . exclamation ? If thefe 
things are not to be fuppofed, we (hall con- 
dude that thefe harangues of felf-abafement 
are unneceflary with refpdn: ;o God, and that 
it will be more proper, as well as more mo-^ 
deft> for the finner to ufe the brief ackno|^- 
ledgment of the Publican. 

Long and loud confefllons of fm before 
God, are always a mark of weak under- 

ftandingi 
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lU&diog; Day, I have known fome ecc 

* ftflics (b extremely iDJudfcioasas to rec 

. mehd this pr^^lice- in private devotion^ 

ib weak as to advife us, in ojar addrefle: 

:God, to mention particularly the feveral 

"we have been guilty of. Is not this to : 

. pofe that God is even fuch a one as ourfih 

Or is it not to conceive yet more ipeanlj 

him ? When a perfon is difpofed to afk 

givenefs of thofe whom he has ofTenc 

and to acknowledge his faults, would a gc 

^ rous mind be delighted with a recapitula 

©f them ? Would it not rather be painfa 

a generous mind ? And fliall wc dare to th 

that man is pofTefTed of greater generoflty 

more enlarged conceptions, than that infi; 

TStmg from whom he derives both? "W 

then, ye felf-abafing finners, will ye wc 

God with your miftaken prayers ? Why ^ 

ye offer to the divine ear what it delig 

eth not to bear ? Can ye not be hnml 

witb< 
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witliout importuning heaven with 'jrrMJr acts 
bf humility? Is not this a fpecibs <>f e^ 
firvice? 

Let us confider the parable of the protS- 
gal foo, which may in feme meafure be loak* 
ed upon as a form of repentance. He had 
meditated, we arjs told, a fhort fpeech of ac- 
knowledgement. " Father^ Ihavefmnecl agairjl 
heaven^ and in thy fight ^ and m iong-er am wsr^ 
thy to be called thy fon ; make me as one ef tif 
hired fervants.'' This confeiTion he medi- 
tated, and this was as brief, for the circuai* 
fiances as the prayer of 'the Publican. But 
what do we find in the fequel of the ftcry I 
We find that this (hort fpeech was rendered 
ftill (horter, by the omiffion of the lad claufc. 
The penitent fon, after he had met with 
fuch a gracious reception from his father, 
probably concluded that fjach an humiliating 
2 overture 
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overture woidd give him pain, — or if ke were 
about to make it, the father intermpted hhn, 
by caUing to his fervants, and ordering the 
beft robes. Obferve, my Conftantia, the 
fkiil of the (acred parabolift in this pkce. 
Jni the fonfaid unto hiniy Father, Ihavejinned 
cgainjl heaven^ and in thy fight ^ and m longer 
am worthy to be called thyjon^ — But the father 
faid unto his fervants. Bring forth the prime 
roie^ and put it upon him. Is not the omiffion 
of the laft claufe in the premeditated fpeech 
fmaie me as one of thy hired fervants) aftef fdch 
a reception, remarkably beautiful ? When 
this is confidered, does it appear in the leaft 
probable that the 'father (hould either exped 
or take delight in a detail of his fon's follies 
and vices ? 

As an ad of repentance, with refpeA to 
Cod, fuch a detail cannot be neceflary : For 
vhat is repentance but a relinquiihment of 
4 fins^ 
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Uw) from it coavlAiom that xkefhrnt ofAodi^d 
ik9 Jttdg^ of dike worl4 .^ 

1 HAVE ikM more oa thte drcumftaoce 
tbao-I at fifft iia^<M^ aud-poftkly more tbao 
fwaaj ^uqH fjie importance of ic required ; 
But let it be remembered, that nothing is w^ 
mportaas that relates to the wor(hip of <3od» 
ind that he who contributes any thing to rec^* 
tify ikat wOrflUp^ iaboors not id^ in tb^ fcr- 

fiC0 of fcUgKHlt 

> 

VSR thiareafbo, you will favour me wItH 
fMr attention^ Krhile I point oiit (bme oikdl 
MTors thlK r haver obfenred ia fbmlt of devo«> 
Aon* Among thefe are imperttileat exfvef* 
Cons, fuch as have no immediate relation ei- 
ther tb the gatieitiat or paitidaliir pdrpofe^ of 
prayCTi fodi as areintrt>diice*mef«lyfbr p*^ 
ti^f or fiich ^ hatre no other end thsm* td 
GU the haimooy of a period; of CO (Sm the 
H fidcj 
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iide of an kntithefis. Of thde I could prd^ 
dace many inftances, from almoft every foroft 
of prayer, whether public or private, from 
profiife expatiatioDS od the paft and prefent 
worlds of God, and from fuperfluous details 
of our conduct towards him ; when with cufCf 
fal minutenefs we inform Iiimbf drcumftaooes 
which he knows better tlian ourfelTes. 

Neither can I approve of tboTe ifevoot 
rliapfodies, thofe fportings of 2eal, that holy 
dalliance with God, which fwell the morning 
and evening devotions ftf many piovs CKii- 
itiains. Thefe defultory efiiifions are inoonfift* 
«nt with that reverence wluch is due to aa 
Almighty Being. 

Ik (hort : Let us, when we pray, be mo* 
deft, humble, cahn, and recolIeAed ; and let 
our forms of prayer be cbafte, fubdued, cea- 
dfe and pertiucat* 

When 



f 99 J 

When we approach the Almighty, let m not 
l>orrow our ideas of him from human charac* 
teriftics : Let ts remember, that bis ways art 
naiMrways, mitbirartbis tbougbts ^urtbougbUi 
^'^baS m much as biovin is bigber than $bi eartb^ 
fo much are bis tuap bigbtr tban our ways^ and 
bis. tbmgbts tban Htr tb$agbiSm This refle£UoB 
vrOi at all dmes teach us a becoming reverence 
Uxr our glorious Creator; and particularly,. 
18 our addrefles to him, it will fuggeft to w, 
thehnpropiiety of vain and impertinent deda-. 
sudony of the oftentatious efTulions of bol; 
ifflpudence, and the importunate familiarities 
of forward zeal^ 

Adieu! my Conftantk. jfay you o^ 
IP your prayers in an acceptable dme i 

F&AHcia^ 
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L E TTBR X. 
'Oatn*tJknriA to TitkoDotxirs* 

YOUR fettersdlfpleafc me^ mf ftMn^lt 
frtefid, the^ make m« ^fpicafcd with, 
ayfttfl Eirer^ page id a mirror thmt refledti 
fttti* ck>6iifliftaactt of fbllyx or Igooraoce iml 
Xtf^ paft eendii^l. Wkeft I eoiBpare my opii*; 
xAmm aed my pmSks mh tho(ewhick|iMt 
rt€OBMM&d» i am okk^mI with hoboUi^g 
Some elTential differeace — But ga oa^ dta> 
cruel inftraAof) go on to humble the proud 
heart 6f your Conftantia— Make her fee in 
yet many more InftaBces what a weak, igkO' 
raat, fliOBt*£ghted creature (he is. 

But indeed you ought to conquer that vt« 
Xikfi^ wKich in former dAy^ijou contributed to 

fircDgthe^; 
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l^i\gthen;. wheQ too prodigal of cqmpli: 
ment, you would over-rate the talents of your 
Condaatia ; and, in the humility of tender 
aflfeflioQ) would profefs yoorfelf her po- 
pU I Be patient, and indulge me-^You make 
me (eoiable (^ my weaknefs : lam yet a womaOt 
and muft cdmplain ; I will have my revenge« 
' and convince you of your errors. Do I not 
oweihuch of my pride abd vMtty to you? 
.Did you not in the days of Mattering love chcn 
if (h and fupport thofe unfernceable foibles f 
lisving no other ambition than tb pi^afe ThfSfiH 
dofius, if be appeared fatisfied with my accom- 
pliAment^ I thought thtm fufftdent : If b^ 
pralfed my talents^ I believed them t6 If 
great i and was Indifferent about hew acq«4« 
fitSons of knowledge. Thus, my friend, t 
bring a heavy charge againft you, and impute* 
loyo«, in foine meafure, my pritk and igno- 
rance. Thus it is, that while your letters con* 
vince me of the latter, I gratify the firft by a 
H 3 flatter- 
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iUtterlog etcnle. Poor Coofiantia ! how modi 
of haman we^knefs doft thou yet reiahi ! 

You have much to do, my venerable guides 
much to do before you ftall hare rendered ' 
your pupil as wife md as good as (he ought 
to be. 

What means this uneafinefs that hang^ 
upon my heart? Surely your letter, your va- 
luable letter, could not caufe it. And yet I 
think, I had le(s pleafure from it than from 
any other that you hare written to me. Was 
it becaufe you have not io often appealed to 
sae by the endearing nape of your Qmftantiaf 
To you, my Confeflbr, my guide, and fnmit 
I can open all my weakneis. What means 
this uneafinefs that bangs qpon my heart ? 

CoifSTAVCZ. 
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ThEODOSIUS to CONSTANTIA. 

A MIABLE tenderncfs! Dear Conftan- 
•^^ tia! fet your heart at eafe. Exert 
your rcafoo; tax your fortitude; call forth 
ihe nobler faculties of your mind, and charge 
them to aflert their empire over the wayward 
paiCons. 

WhiZtB we are in this date <tf being, we 
m^ encounter difficulties, and ftrnggle mth 
tineafinefs. The heart will often be diflatisfied 
we know not wh^, and reafon will ftand iadi 
idle fpeA:ator, as if unconfcious of its power. 
In fuch cafes it ought to be awakened from ita 
lethargy, and reminded of the talk to which 
it is i^pointed. It flioold be informed of the 
Ugh office it bears in the oecooomy ef the fovAg 
^. H 4 and 
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iLtd be made acquainted mth the infidloos tU 
gilance of its enemies. 

But while We langiiifh tinder the tineaii* 
fiefs of difcontent, we cantibt take a more ef^ 
feflual method to recgVer out p<^Ce than to 
confider the insignificancy of every paflioQ 
that .centers, ^iid purfuit that terminates here* 
Sopppfc our earthly aims were direfted to their ' 
pbjeft by the favouring gale of fortune ; fug*- 
pofe our purfuits (hould be crowned >|$ritb aU 
the fuccefs that flattering hope alBgns thexn» 
yet'^-rvaln, changeable^ and impotent a^ we 
4re> the fuc^s wou|d not be worth a momeat^t 
IriaiQph. VfWp the heart turns upoa m' 
^rt)il}? a?4i$, like tlv^ perilhable ball that it 
\9^^h \^ wi4 b^ varioufly affefted by oatwar4 
Influences. Sometimes, it w^l bear thci fr q^ 
•f gladnefs, and fbmetimes be the h^rrtn 4m^ 
furi of a)eiancheJy ; one while U will he cxki^ 
luniteA ky^il|« &a(kaiit of pleafiure^ audi agitai 

k 



k xA&'hnt^Uk m the gloom of ^Ucontetit. 
The caufe of this is, pot onHj thAt tbe hueaa , 
hcftrt is kiitfdf cbaogeableaoid UAcertaiv, de« 
ri?}Dg it$ feafations from coaftitutioaai infill* 
fiHres, bul that the objeds, if they are earthly 
Qhje<5iS| on which it depeads for happioefs^ 
ve Cable tQ variatioa aad decay. 

Hence arffcs the fuperfority of religious 
Views. When our hopes of happinefs are fix* 
ed on one certain event; one event which, 
though remote^ cannot be altered by mortal 
icontingencieSy the heart Has an invariable fouii* 
dation whereon it may reft. "Without this reft* 
Ing -place, we ftiould be Ujpd u and fro udtb 
wviry winixsSioxtvnit^ the fport c^ cbance> and 
the dapca of expeflation. To this immove- 
«We anchor of the foul religion diredls us in 
the hopes of immortality. We know from the 
BBcrring word of divine revelation that we 
i^dl €xift la another Hate of bcldg, after the 

dlflb- 
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difToIudo^ of this ; and we are confirqied b|r 
every benevolent parpoTe of providence in 
the belief chat our fajture exiftence fliall be in* 
finitely happy. In this glorious hope the in- 
terefts of a temporary life are (wallowed op 
and loft. This hope, like the ferpent of 
Mofes, devours .the mock phantoms which 
are created by the magick of this world, and 
at once ibew3 the vanity of every earthly pur- 
fuit. 

Compared with this profpeft, my Con- 
ftantia^ how poor» bow barren would every 
fcene pf mortal happiuefs appear ! How defpi? 
cable at the beft-»jethow liable to be deftroy^ 
ed by every ftorm of adverfity ! For, arc we 
not expofed to a thoufand accidents, the moft 
trifling of which may be fufficient to break y 
fcheme of felicity ? Let us confider thofe con- 
ditions that are almoft univerfally deiired, thp 
dignity of the greati and. the affluence, of th^ ' 

rich. 



Hch. ' ' Ai*^ thefe abonte the reach cf misfor^r 
tsae ? Are they exempt from theimportuM* 
ties of care ? Greatnefs i» b»t the objeA pf 
Unpertioeace tnd envy, and riches create more 
wants than they ardabte to gratify. Should^ 
then our wiflxes lead to thefe, we (hould un- 
$?oidably be difappointed. The acquiifition 
might for a while footh our vanity, but we 
Ihould foon figh for the eafe of obfcurity, and 
envy the content pf thofe whom pride .wQuld 
call our vaiTals. 

If 5vealth or grandeur then cannot afford 
Qs happinefs, where (hall we feek it ? Is it i;p 
be found in the cell (^ the hei^mit'? or docs 
it watch by the tkper of felitary learning I 
Loves it the' ibciety of laughing mirth ? or 
does it affedt the pehiive pleafures of medita- 
tion ? Is it' only gcnuioe in the cordjality of 
friendship, or in the lading tenderhefs of mar- 
ked lovi ? Alas ! m;^ Conftantk, this train pf 

altcrnsj'' 
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alteroatifics will Got do. Should we fly frMt 
the troubles of fociety to fome lond j hemi* 
tage, we (hould fobn iigh for the affiuiemems 
of the world we had quarrelled with. The 
firoogeft mind could not long fupport the btrtr* 
then of uncommunicated thought, and the 
firmed heart would languilh in the ftagnatioff 
of melancholy. 

Ask the folltary fcholar, If ever, in his 
learned refearches, he beheld the retreat af 
happineft — Amufement is all that he will pre- 
tend to — Amufement ! in quefl: of which 
the aftive powers of the mind are frequently 
worn out, the underftanding enervated by the 
nffidnity of attention, and the memory over- 
burthened vnth unellential ideas. 

' Yet, poffibly, happiueTs may mingle with 
fociety, and fwell the acclamations of feftivd 
Hurth. No-^the joy that dwells there can^ 

not 
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tM be called faappinefi ;, for die noife oE mirth 
ivilL ^asiOi ifith tbe echo of the CTeniog^ tod 
iVffk m bttigtifMr iht heart is fad. If we are able 
to dtfiiogaUh the elegance of conTcifationy 
we (hall often be difgiided with the arro-» 
gance of pride, or the impertinence of folly ; 
9od if not> we titay be amufed indeed with the 
9oi&» but can never taHe the pleafurea of io^ 
cifity. 

As little rcafon have we to hope for lading 
happinefs from the engagements of friendihip^ 
or of love. The condition of human life is at 
beft fo uncertain^ that it is even dangerous to 
form any connections that are dear. The ten« 
deroeft of love^ my Confianda, opens the 
heart to many fuiSerings, to many painful ap- 
prehenfions for the health and fafety of its ob* 
jtft, and many uneafy fenfadons both from 
ptal atid Imagiaary caufest I( was froa tUt 
4 con- 



drnviAioa I todd Toa^ia the letter iMionfiorl 
firft difcovered ibjfelf tardily ^< that tbe lom 
Ufe have had for oot Msdier will make «» 
morio' happy ia its dti/appcMQtineot> ihan It 
could bare done ia its faccefs**' 

For want of a better remedy to thefe eviis^ 
the wifdoth 6f aincieQt philofophy teacbeih us ta 
bid a brave defiance to the aflaults of pleU- 
fare and of pain. This precept it urges 
with unremitting aufterity; witHoiit making 
ady allowaace for p^lrtlcular tempers or dr- 
cnmftances; without inltrofling us how to 
behave to the folicitations of joy or pleafure^ 
how ro defend the heart from the inroads of 
torrow, or to guard agalnft the nnfeea ftnts- 
gems of diflrefs. 

Bvt the reKgion of a Chiiftian aSbrdsa 

nobler and a fafer refuge. With the esulted 

I hopes 



[ I" 1 

Ubpes that this pre&ats to us, the fuffmng% cf 
tbt prifint timt art not wartif to bt compaif^itU 
la thoTe glorious faopes let us bury every anxi- 
ous thought, the uneaflaefs of difeoatefu, 
aod the (blicitude of care. Let us not fink 
under our light affliAioaSy which are but 
for a moment. A very few years, perhaps 
a few months or days, may bring us. into 
that ftate of being, where care ^nd mifery 
perplex no more. Though we have now our 
bed in darknefSf and out pillow on the thorn^ 
yet the time draweth nigh when we ihail tafle 
of life without ai^uilh, and enjoy the light 
without bitternefs of foul. The night isfarfpent^ 
my Conftantia, the day is at bandy let us there* 
fore gird up the loins of our mind, and be fober 
—-no longer diflipated, or difturbed with the 
troubles of this world. We are hourly haft- 
tog to that fcene of exlfience, . where the wicked 
teofe from troubling^ and where the weary 
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LETTER XKi ; 

CONSTANTIA tO ThEODOSIU$. 

S it thus^ that you hope to reform your 
Conflautia ? Do you think that you (hali 
able to efTe^l this by letting her foibles pais 
:enf\ired, and conveying inftru£iion to her 
general terms ? Alas ! how little do you 
)w of her petulant and capricious heart ! It 
ft be correfted with fcverity, and quieted 
overbearing reproof. 

^T prefent, indeed, it is fufficientjy de* 
ft. Your obfervations on the folly and va- 
j of expefting happinefs in this world cam« 
Ene at a time, when painful experience con- 
red me of their truth. 

I Kigt%^ 
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After Theodofias was loft to me^ I con* 
trailed a friendihip with an amiable and ac- 
compliflied lady, to whom my melaoclioly and 
my misfortunes ferved only to endear me the 
more. Her good fcnfe aad h«t edkfipAf&on 
foothed and fupported me under all my fufTer- 
idgs. She left 6it txOt to the attacks of 
felttiiry diCSOBtdit^ bvt affldu6ttfljr di^^erted 
itiy mind by the efforts of deg^nt hnixknif , po*' 
Ii(hed feftfcj ^ild Ingenibti!) obTerTatbti^ Ai 
if 6ic had pjreferfed th6 totapitif 6f {6tto^ t6 
every focial amufefnent, even in th^t' feafon of 
life when the heart of health atid peace is sil- 
ways gay, (he never forfook Ale during the 
laft five unhappy years. She obferved with 
unwearied Vlgllaiiee th6 hour, when fii6hm- 
choly apprebeniion was increafed to the acute- 
nets of grief, ^he then folbw^d tfie lAtd 
whafef€f pfl^cjr I fotilght ; clafpcd me to hft' 
faithful bofom, and if, undei^ the ^gotkkt qCT 
terr^ imd anguilh, tears refufed thdr aPSft- 

ance^ 



i, (ht foHd^d, and obta'riied them by het 
fttotis tendemefs. Wheiii, at laft, I de- 
liaed to take the V^tl, atld had 6b- 
ed my father's confent to forfake'the world 
eVer, h^r aflbftion followed me in that final 
lution. She waited 6nty for an approach* 
opportunity to fettle her worldly afTairs, 
r which file intended to have made 6ne 
lU'r fiflerhoody and to have pafled the re^* 
oing part of her life with her Cobftantia. 

^PON this event my heart repofed* t fore* 
in thli a Csene of happinefs that could not 
equalled upon earth, and I flattered myfelf 
it would be as lading asmy own life. How 
y pleailng hours have I pafled in mediuting 
he future felicity of our friendfliip ! How 
n, in the luxury of imagination, have I con- 
red our united prayers afcending more 
rptably to the throne of everlafting mercy 1 
it joy did I promife myfelf, what import- 
I 2 anc^ 
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anc« In the eye of friencKbipy by communicat- 
ing to my Sophia all the inftni^lions I had re« 
ceived from my Theodofius, 

Oh my friend! my father! thefe hopes 
are overthrown. Do I live to tell you by 
what means ? Sophia, my tender, my dear 
Sophia, Is no more. The uneailn^fs I expreflfed 
in my lad proceeded probably in fome meafare 
from my pre-fentiments of this cruel event, 
am now very miferable, and in great need o^ 
your paternal advice* 

Constance. 



LET- 



f ^^7 ] 
LETTER XIIL 

ThEODOSIUS to CONSTANTIA. 

AS true friendfhip is one of the greateft 
blefliDgs of human life, our forrow for 
the lofs of friends is more excufable than moft 
of our complaints. But, though it may be 
more venial, it is not more reafonable than any 
other mode of mifery that has its origin in 
difappointment. Did we think our friends im- 
mortal? Did we not know, while we held 
them to our hearts, that we were embracing 
the property of death, who would fooner 
or later alTert his claim ? 

Our refignation to this as well as to all other 
evils ought to be confirmed by reflefting on the 
univerfal agency of providence* T\\^ ^xx>&Nax 

I 3 """^ 



of the book of Ffalms furniflies Us with excel- 
lent dodrine on this fubjeA. We have fcarce 
any where foch ftiiJciog piAufesof human mi- 
fery as in that book. The royal writer has de- 
fcribed in the ftrongeA colours the diArefles 
and perplexities to which, as men, we are 
fubje<^. lie fa^s defcended to the private dif- 
htishdio^s of th^ heart, ap^ recoi^tql mAnj 
circumfUnc/c; pf accidental calaipity. Hence 
it is that hU writings arc of general ufe. Of 
the diftreflis that are im^ept to our beinjg^ 
tbQ]|gjh the profpfs£t be gloomy, it is neceflary 
^p ihppl4 obferve it ; ^s be who muft m^e 
hi$-way through pitfals and prccipi;:es, would 
cbufe a plan of the road he was to travel^ ra- 
tjij^r than march blindly forward withopt 
knowledge and without cautioQ. 

Bpt tbefe are not all the inAru^lions wblch 
thie Pfelwift affords us. We are feldom pre- 
(^ptcd wUb an affii^in^ profpeA of U& with- 
out 
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out being dire£led to the means of comfort. 
Wc are told that, however great the caufes of 
our afBiftion maybe, they are fubjeft to the 
wife direftions of a Being benevolent to 
man, and' that, though heavinefs may endun 
for a night J joy cometh in the morning. The 
do£lrine of an univerfal providence, which is 
the only fource of confolation under pvery fpc- 
cics of mifery, is aflcrted through this whole 
book with the greateft confidence of certainty. 

** Who is like unto the Lord our God, whp 
'< hath his dwelling fo high, and yet hqmbletl^ 
<< himfelf to behold the things that are ia 
*^ heaven and earth ? 

*' Thou (halt (hew us wonderful things in 
** thy righteoufnefs, O God of our falvatipn f 
*' Thou thar ;art the hope pf all tjfe ends of 
'< the earth, and of them that remain in tbe 
** broad fca, 

1 4 **THEr 



*^ Thet alfo that dwell ia the uttermoft 
<^ parts of the world fhall attend to thy tQ* 
♦* k^ns — Thou that makeft the out-goings of 
*^ the moriuog and the evening to praife 
<»thcc/* 

In this belief of the univcrfal agency of pro- 
Tidence the Pfalmift places t|^ remedy of mo- 
ral aad natural evil. 

" Should I find trouble and heavinefs, I 
** will call upon the name of the Lord. O 
*^ Lord, I bcfeech thee, deliver my foul ? 

*' The Lord preferveth the innocent : I 
" was in n^ifery, and he helped me. 

<* The proud, O Lord, have had me ex- 
" ceedingly in derifion, but 1 remember- 

^* ED THY EVERLASTING JUDGMENTS, 
^* AND RECEIVED COM? ORT.** 



The laft fentiment ought to be engraven 
upon the hearts of all the children of af- 
flidtion. 

Let us remember that God is the fupreme 
governor of the univerfe ; that under his di- 
redion is the whole fyftem of nature, by him 
animated, connedled, fupported. Let us coq* 
fider that the agency of man In this fyflem is 
only moral. The ceconomy of life is com- 
mitted to him fo far as it may exercife his 
moral will. But the events of his anions are 
finally u^der the determination of the Almigh- 
ty. Were not we to direft the natural courfe 
of this world, even in thpfc circuraftances of 
\t that are or n^ay be affeded by the mor^ 
power of man, order could no more be pre^ 
ferved in the univerfe, than it could at firft rcr 
fult from chance, or be formed by the di^ec*. 
I^n of fallible beings^ 

This 
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This confideration, that the fupr^mc Pgw- 
tr has in his own hands (he ceconomy of the 
vorld, ought to engage onr refignation under 
ercry circumftance of life : For, fliould we 
quarrel with the difpenfations of him who gare 
vs being ? Should we difpute the regulations 
of that power, who has provided the means 
of this day's fubfiftence, and without whofe 
favour and proteflion we could no longer iex- 
ift ? Is not he who made the world beft abfe 
to govern it ? Has not he who gave us this 
l)€ing a right to refume it ? 

What mean, then, the pangs of difap- 
polntment f What mean the languifhing com- 
plaints of forrow ? The tears that flow for 
buried virtne, and the fighs that mourn for 
parted friendfhip ? 

But to thefe queflions you will fay that 
others may be oppofed. You will aflc If thefe 

emo-* 
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emodons ought tp be excluded from the 
liiimaQ heart) when t}iej are evidently th^ ef- 
feft of nature ? You will enquire whether the 
God of nature would plant affeftions in his 
creatures, which to flifle woul4 be a virtue ? 

To thefe (jueftions I would reply, that thofe 
afFe^^ons for the objefts of this world, which 
we have received with our being, may be in- 
dulged; but under certain limitations. Let 
us always confider the end of fuch affeftions. 
Certainly it could not be to create us mifeiy, 
when thofe objects are no more; for that 
would be indireK^y t« repine at the difpenfa- 
tions of him who has removed them from as* 

The voice of nature .will be heard, and our 
tears will flow when our dftareficonneflions 
are broken. lo this we oaty a(^ like men: 
But when fbrrow is {png indulged, it becomes 

criminal ; for th^ wc Uipeiy giv« ourfc^v^ up 

to 
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to thofe pafHoiis which it is oar duty to re- 
ftrain, and ad in petulant oppofltioa to the 
decrees of providence. 

Human life mull: have many avenues to 
forrow and anxiety, while we are concerned 
for the welfare of thofe obje£b which have 
engaged our aifedions, or the fuccefs of thofe 
fchemes on which all our wifdom has been em- 
ployed. The duty of rcfignation, therefore, 
like every other that is enjoined us, is c^^lcu- 
lated to promote our own happinefs. When 
we remember the everlajling judgments of God^ 
\ft may reafonably be filled with comfort in ail 
our tribulations. 

** It is the Lord ; let him do what feemedi 
*< unto him good. It is the Lord, the Lord. 
^^God, merciful and gracious, . flow to an-- 
'' ger, abuadaat in goodneis, and in truth, 

'J* Whv' 
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<« Why, fliould ye fay unto my foul, that 
(he (hould flee as a bird unto the hill.^ 
Behold the Lord, the Lord of Hods is my 
refuge ; the God of Jacob is on my right 
hand." 

Under fuch confidence as th!s, what have; 
; to feat I and for what fliould we figh? 
hat misfortunes feem to counterad our 
lemes of happinefs, and that the profpeds 

hope are clouded by difappointment, we 
ight mourn indeed, were this the only fcene 

our exiftence, and were our views termi- 
ted by our departure from it. That humaa 
lowledge is often inadequate to the purpo- 
\ of life, and always imperfed, would be a 
elancholy condderatlon, were it not attend- 
[ with the profpeft of an exiftence, , where 
lowledge as well as happinefs fliall flow from 
e fountain of infinite perfeflion. By this 
ew we may obviate the pangs of difappolnt- 

mcnt. 
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ment) wbcd prudence is iefeiicd by the ca- 
price ot fortuDe, and when the petalance of 
chance has made a jeft of fagacity. 

This re(le£lion might, one (hould thiok, 
be fsffictent to fet our hearts at eafe with re- 
fp^Ct to temporary misfortunes, but ftill more 
powerful will be the motives to refignatioBf 
when we confider that the Father of heaven 
has not only promUed us a fafe retreat at laft 
from our affli(5lionSy but to fupport us under 
them. 

<« These things have I faid unto you, that 
^< in me ye might have peace : in the world 
** ye (hall have tribulation. 

** Are not two fp^rrows fold fora farthing? 
*' and one of them fdlleth not to the ground 
** without thepermlffion of my Father who is 

•'in 
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in heaven. Are not ye of more value thaa 
many fparrows ?'* 

That man in the fyftem of nature has a 
cculiar regard ^ewn him, it would be Aiper- 
luous to obferve. None of us can be lb blind 
th.e bounties we enjoy, nor to the eminent 
M*erogativ«s by which we are diftingui(hed. 
Sut 1 may itifer that as the favour of the Ai- 
nighty is fo evidently feen in man, his con^« 
lence in him» under every circumftance of 
Kbi ought to be in proportion. If he is dlf- 
ingulftied by the light of reafon, he ought 
lot fureiy to make that light an inflrument to 
Ecnfure the perfection from whith it flows— 
jTct difcontent is a kind of ccnfure on provi- 
ience. 

Alas I my dear Cofiftaatifti bow mlft^ftcn 
b' the man, bow much an enemy to his owa 
lUppinefs, who confides not in the meafures, 
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iior refigns to the diTpcafations of his Creator ! 

He robs himfelf at once of that fovereiga re- 
medy of e^» reliance oa a fuperior power. 
He is involved in cnlamities without the allevi- 
ation of hope» and fubjedl to misfortunes with- 
out redrefs. 

But happy, above all names of happine(s, 
is he who with grateful humility fubmits t6, 
the determinations of God* The viciflitudes 
of fortune cannot dirtrcfs him. He is.fecurc 
in the care of Almighty Goodncfs. Naturemay 
(hrink back from the ftroke of afBiftion, but 
the conflift that is fupported by hope can nei- 
ther be long nor painful. 

<< Wht art thou fo full of heavinefs, O my 
*' foul, and why art thou fo difquicted with- 
« in me ? Truft in God." 

The 
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The great objeA of his hope, the perfcffc 
happinefs of a future exiftence^ he knows, 
cannot be very diftant — that he has but to 
travel a few days longer till he reach the num- 
fions of everlafting reft, where the mUeries 
and delufions of mortality (hall vanifli, and 
fmrraw and mourning Jhall flu away. Adieu^ 
my Conftantia ! Think of thcfe things and 
be happy. 

Francu< 
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t E T T E R XIV* i 

ThEODOSIUS to CONSTANTIA.. 

WITHOUT wiitiBg any ntum t» 
m; Uily I oQfic nu)rc fit down to 
write to you« I w>qld U) fi>«ie smiim Iflil^ 
tate that dear and valuable friend you havr loft> 
whofe affiduous tendemefs^ you fay, would 
never leave you to the attacks of folitary for- 
row. This was wifely done when your grief 
had cootinned unreafonably loug, but I am al- 
ways of opinion that under the firft ftages of 
forrow the mind fliould be left to itfelf ; and 
would our common rules permit me to vifit 
youy I ihould decline it till the violence of 
your grief fubfided. 

The objection, however, does not lie with 

the fasiji force againft wi^tipg to you. We 

I can 
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Q better bear the fentiments of our friends^ 
hen they are not perfoHally >¥itnefres to our 
eakneis. 

My defign at prefent is not to InftruA but 
amufe you. I therefore fend you poetry 

Read of philofophy, or rather^ indeed^ phi-^ 

Tophy harmonized ; for the fentlmenud part 
the following compofition is large and 

We. 
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Psalm CVU. 

X, Q GIVE thanks unto the Lerdy for be is good; 
for his mercy endurethfor evir, 

% Let the redeemed of the Lord fay fo^ nvbom be hath 
redeemed out of the hand of the enemy. 

%. And gathered them out of the lands ^ from the eajt^ 
and from the *weft^ from the norths and from 
thefouth. 

4, Hhey tvandered in the nuildernefs^ in afolitary may \ 

they found no city to dwell in. 

5, Hungry and thirjly, their foul fainted in them. 

i, Then they cried unto the Lord in their trouble ^ aftd 
be detivered them out of their diflrejes. 

7, And he led them forth hy the right nvay^ that tbtj 
might go to a city of hahitation. 

S. O that men miouldpraife the Lord for bis good* 
n^Sf and for his wonderful nvorks to tbechii' 
dren qf nun. 

9. for 
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Psalm CVII. 

YEToncemorewaketheftndnof grateful pralfe. 
To that eternal Power, whofe mcrqr (hinej 
O^er all his works, immortal ! Let them wake 
The grateful drain once more, thofe happier Tons, 
Whom his hand refcued from the hoftile chain 
Of old captivity ! From climes remote. 
From the firft openings of the orient day. 
From Hefper's filver floodgates, from the ftar 
That (hoots its pale rays o*er the fhivering norths 
From Egypt's tyrant fliores, his parent voice 
Their fcatter'd trains aflcmbled. Long they ftray 'd 
Thro' wild woods unfrequented ; long ; nor found 
City, or fafe abode; till nature junk 
With meagre want opprcft, and the faint pulfe 
. Of life beat weakly. Then with humble prayer 
To Heaven they turned repentant, nor unheard. 
Eternal Mercy led the wanderers forth 
' To habitable towns, and fafe abodes. 

O for the fpirit of exalted praife. 

To blazon high thofe adb of power divine^ » 

Thofe boundlefi mercies that embrace mankind ! 

K 3 From 
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9. For he fatisfietb the longing foul , andfilleth the 

hungry foul nxjitb gmintfs. 

10. Such as Jit in darknefs and in thejhadonu ofdiath^ 

heing hound nmth <^£iion and iron. 

. !!• Becatf/e they rehelhdagmmf tbg nmrds tfGodf 
and contemned the caunfcl oftbtt Mo/i High. 

1%. Therefore he brought down their heart with la' 
hour : They fell down, and there was none to 
help. 

1 % . thjen they cried unto the Lord in their trmiblct and 
hefaved them out of their dlfirejes. 

X4* Hr brought them out of darknefs andtbejbadow 
ff death, a^ brake their bands in f under. 

li. that men would prai/e the Lord for hisgoodnrfs^ 
and for his wonderful works to the children of 
men! 

x6. Tor he hath broken the gates ofbrafs, and cut the 
bars of iron in f under. 

17. Fools becaujh of their tranfgrejjion, andbeeaufi 
ef their iniquities atee offline d, 

j8. Their 
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^rbm ilim our varioas appetites and j^wtn. 
Moral or fenfuai, meet fupply derive. 

They, thrice dnlmpl^l c^^r wbofoickytrfs heads 
Grim darknefs hovers ; they who lonely dwell 
Jfl dcith*8 urtehfcarfttt {hide, aMia^ci, tenni 
In cold imprifoding c^aihs, the fad reWard 
Of impbos daring, «od rebellious d4ie4ti 
, When heavenly JusTica, with her radiaAlarm» 
Smites their poud hearts i e'en ^M^^ ^ kumUe ; 

prayer. 
Unfold fweet Me Rcr*seary-fliding gates i 
Their iron bondage burAs, and forth they ru(h 
Froc^ d€ath'« dim ihadow to did ffM^A ib^« 

O for the fpirit of exalted praife. 

To blazon high thoTe adls of power diving 

Thofe boandlefs mercies that embrace mankind ! 

Before his puiflknt arm the brazen mi^t 
Of ftrong gates fhivers, and in pieces falls 
The firm bar. 

Folly's vain votaries, from diforder wild» 
And mad intemperance, reaping painful frui^ 

K4 Difeaie 
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x8« Their foul abiorreti ail tnanmr of meaf^ Mftd 
tkey draix) near unto tl>e gaies if death. 

19, Then they cry unto the Lord in their trouble \ hi 
Javeth them out of their dijirejfes* 

ao. Hefent bis nuord, and healed them ; and delivered 
them from their deJlru£lions . 

»i. that men nuould therefore praife the Lord for 
hifgoodnefst and declare his 'tiionderful nuorks 
to the children of men ! 

9,%, And let them facrifice the facrijices ofthankfgiv' 
ingi and declare his nuorks nuith rejoicing. 

%l, They that go do^n to tbefea inJhipSy that doiu* 
Jirtefs in great nuaiers : 

%4, Thefefee the nuorks of the Lord, and his nvonders 
in the deep. 

»5. For he conimandeth, and raifeth ihejlormynninii 
luhich lifteth up the «waves thereof 

•6. They mount up to the heaven, they go donvn again 
to their depths : their foul is melted tecaife rf 
■ trouble*. 

»7. fl^O 
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Difeafe and bogoor, to the dreary door 

Of death move trembling. — Then with hambic 

prayer 
To Heaven they tarn repentant, nor unheard. 
Health's rofy light relumes the languid cheeky 
And Ruin quits his meditated prey. 

O for the fpirit of exalted praife. 

To blazon high thofc afls of power divine, 

Thofe boundlefs mercit^s that embrace mankind! 

Let man for ever wake the grateful drain. 

The facrifice of reafun ; ever fing 

His Maker's work?, and triumph in the fong* 

Thb bold adventurers on the ftormy brcaft 
Of ocean, tenants of the wai'ry world* 
Mark in the mighty wafle of feas aod fkies. 
Magnificence DIVINE. At his command 
The fwift wind Aveeps the billows; up they rijfe 
Infuriate to the vault cf heaven, then down 
Precipitately flcep^ difparting, ope 
The vail abyfs veracious. Ah \ where then. 
Weak mariners, your hopes ? Then the heart faints. 

From 
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»7. T'hey reel to and fro, andfiagger like m drunhn 
man ; and are at their nnifs end. 

a8. Then they cry unto the Lord in their trouhUf and 
hedelivereth them out of their dijlrejfis. 

«9. He maketh theflorm a calm, fo that the waver 
thereof arefiilL 

30. Then are they glad^ hecaufe they he quiet, fo he 
bringeth them unto their dtftred haven. 

$1. that men *would praife the Lor d for his good- 
nefs, and for his nuonderful nvorks to the chil' 
dren of men i 

3 a. Let them exalt him alfo in the congregation of the 
people, and praife him in the afjembly of the 
elders, 

33. "Re turneth rivers into a 'wildernefsf and the 

luater-fprijigs into dry ground : 

34. A fruitful land into harrennefs^ for the wicked' 

nefs of them that dnuell therein. 

35. /^<? turneth the 'wilder nefs into afianding water, 

and dry ground into water-Jprings. 

36, And 



[ 139 3 
from fide to fide they rao^ fhcy reel, they fall. 
Inebriate with coofufion. Nought remains 
Bat trembling prayer, the lad appeal to Heaven. 
Nor vain the laft appeal. Already, fee f 
The rapid fiorm fubfides, and the wave fleeps. 
Alert within the merry Tailor's heart 
Springs hope ; and foon he hails the welcome port. 

O for the fpirit of exalted praife, 

To blazon high thofe adls of power divine, 

Thofe boundlefs mercies that embrace mankind ! ^ 

From the full choir of undiftinguifh'd crowd?. 
From Wifdom's chofen fynod, crown'd with years. 
To Him for ever flow collcdiive praife ! 

Wh er e in wild fweetnefs rofe the fallyingfpring. 
Where fpread the copious river, where difplay'4^ 
The vale its verdant honours, barren-lies 
A dry wafte, mark of Heaven's avenging hand | 
When facred Juilice fpoke the doom of guilt* 

Bu T lo ! where once the dry wafte barren lay, 
There in wild fweetnefs flows the fallying fpring, 
There fpreads the copious river^ there difplays 

Th9 
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36. And there he mdketh the hungry to dnnetl^ th^t 
they mayprepoPt a city for habitation: 

jr. Andfonn the fields y and plant vineyards^ ntddcb 
snay yield fruit J cf increafe, 

SS* He hlejfeth them alfo, fo that they are multiplied 
greatly yandfuffereth not theii^cattleto decreqfe. 

3f » Again they are ntinijhedand hrought len» through 
opprej/iofti aJUHian andforranu^ 

4^. He psureth contempt upon prince s^ andcaufeth 
them to nuander in the wldernefs^ 'where that 
h no nuay^ 

4Pff- Tetfcffetk he the poor on high from cfffliGionf and 
makeih him families like afiock^^ 

43, The righteous Jliall fe it, and rejoice i andadl 
iniquity JJjaltfiop her mouth. 

4 J. Who are nurfe, and imll ohferve thofe things y even 
theyjhall underjlund the loving kindnefs of tki 
Urd. 
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The vale ks verdant hooours ; hamlete £air. 
Rich barvefts, blufiifng vir.eyard5, golden hJi^^ 
And flocks abundant, the long-fami(h''d fwam 
Beholds delighted. Heaven*s peculiar car« 
Are all afiii£lion's children : When the yoke 
Of ftern Oppreflicn finks the weary heart,- 
Perilh the Hern oppreflbrs ; low in dufb. 
Low lies each princely head ; while geardcd f«5e. 
As flocks repoflng in their evening foid, ^ 
The peafam fleeps in peace. O fight of jo/ 
To faithful piety ; of confcious pain. 
And keen convidlo;)^ to the heart of guilt! 

This, this Is Wifdon^s Itfffon, to txplcr^ 
The a&ive ibheme of Providence j to learn 
fits lov^ divine ; and, learning, to confide. 



T.i«M 
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There Is no employment fo delightful to st 
devout mind as this attention to the vifible ad- 
tniniflration of providence* To contemplate 
the Creator of heaven and earth in the mag- 
nificence of his works, enlarges and elevates 
the foul — lifts it above the impertinence oC 
vulgar cares, and gives it a kind of heaven!/ 
pre-exiften<:e. To confider the benevolent pur- 
pofes for which he called forth this variety 
and multitude of being/ that comes undef 
our cognizance, mud be a perpetual fource of 
comfort* A rational creature, that b confci- 
ous of deriving its exigence from a being of 
infinite goodnefs and power, cannot properly 
entertain any profpefl but of happinefs. By 
the imperfeAion of its nature it may fall into 
temporary evils, but thefe cannot juftly be the 
fubjeft of complaint, when we refleft that 
this very imperfeftion was neceflary to a pro- 
batory life, and that, without it, there could 
neither have been virtw, uot vi\t towards of 



Virtue. Every degree of excellence depeods 
upon comparifon. Were there no deformity 
m the worlds we (hould have no diftinft idea9 
of beauty : Were there no poffibility of vice, 
there wpuld be no fuch thing as virtue ; and 
were the life of man exempt from mifery, 
happinefs \ifpidd be a term of which be could 
not know the meaning. 

But I wander from my defign» which 
was not to phUoibphize. Be wife and happy*. 
Adieu I 

Francis.. 



C 144 J 

LETTER XV. 

Constant I A to Theodosius. 

IF I could pronounce my heart lo be per- 
feftiy at eafe, you would have the only ri- 
ward you defire for your kind» your paternal 
care. But (hall I, on the contrary, avow my 
ingratitude ? Shall I own that this obftinate, 
this petulant heart is not yet at reft i Could 
it oppofe itfelf to the united efforts of reafon 
and religion ? Would it neither be foothed by 
harmony, nor filenced by philofophy ? Vain, 
incorrigible heart ! 

Indeed, my venerable friend, I muft not 
diflemble with you : I have not yet recovered 
my former peace. And yet why i I have the 
fame confidence in the adminiftration of Pro- 
VJDENCE. I believe z% muctv la his goodflefty 
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fts moch in his wifdom. I attend, vntk the 
fame readinefs> on the duties of religion, and 
offer np my prayers with the fame affiance* 
I agree to e?ery (ronclufion yon have drawn 
either from moral or religiotis arguments. I 
acknowledge the propriety, the duty of reiig- 
nation under every circumftaoce o^ affliction, 
and yet I am affiifted. I fee the abfurdity pf 
grief, yet I am grieved^ What can I do more I 
I fnbmit entirely to the difpenfations of fto^ 
vidence. My will fubmits. 1 do not wi(h to 
recal my departed friend to life : Bat this fob** 
iniffion does not clear my heart of forrow. 
Surely it has Ibme connections which are not 
obedient to the will, and from which it de* 
rives involuntary pleafure or pain, h not this 
true i We experience it in dl inftances of af« 
feflion : We are fenfible of attachments we 
cannot account for; and as thofe attachments 
are facilitated or interrupted, we are happy 
or miferable independently of reafon or the' 
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win. IF cfaefe obTemfoiis aitl foMdedt Hfxiil 
irath and oatnre, I hope I ihUl ibtfid ex* 
cried both before yos, ud.tt a favghertribo* 
ttd, for thofe tears tbat bftve fiiHeii orer the 
grave of my Sophia. 

TmKK not that I hn|*citly give mjRXtif 
fo the domicdoQ of soitaow. I have beeii 
tD» <mM acquaiattd with hcroot to knoor b| 
what flKaaa her iaSaoHx m rocMafed or aba* 
led. I 4o apt deepM ihe glooaa of otlflH 
aioly by fotttary feflcaioQ;^ I ieek the ibcictj 
of the iiiWrhood, and cadeavoor toeotcriato 
^Mif aiMieaieQtH ^ wdl aa to loia chcir de« 
valiofi9» I» ifaofe baara whoa I 9uft iieat& 
ftrily be aionew if the QDrnfioefii of 9; heart 
hiaderstha approach of flcep^ I have secoarfii 
* tp xx^ books f tili at kit the weariae(s <^ at» 
teotloa prevails over the force of forrow^ and 
ftocures me that reft,, which the latter would' 
have frevoaud. 

a Ih 
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^Nlbedotsrfcof tbis neadibg i teve itet widi ' 
many things on which I wanted to coilftile' 
you, but moft of them have efcaped me. 
8«rte of -tlicfe, hbwcito, I itcakwixt. "lA* a 
book«f dtTinity^ whkh^ ifuppofe, umfttsnre 
been written by one of the heref|r-«(f Oal^Iti, 
the author afferts that the " Almighty has ap- 
** pdnted a day of grace to levcry mad, trb- 
«*yond which ihevfe can ht m> tcmifflott of 
*• fit *•" I toUft own I Was tt^rtted Ijy tttfi 
afibnioii, jts it ittmti to toe to be wry torffe- 
qtscntbLl. The following, I tWiik, w»fc fotok 
of the texts on which ^e founded this b^lR^f. 

••« Sk<: yc Ae liordi x^fc he m^y "be 
« found J tall yfe upon htm, while he is tt^r. 

««t3il, "^hat thtott hfedft ktfey#ns ^^^ttm \lh«i, 
<« ki tbb fb^ (itty, Hie rthiegs Uliat MoUg 

* Many of our modern Fanatics, Nlethodifts^ ^e. held 
tlus dodrine* 

L 2 ' •« unto 
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<< unto thy peace! But now they are hid froia 
•« thine eyes. 

<< Agaik, he limiteth a day, fayifig^ To^ 
<* day, if ye will hear his roice, harden not 
«« your hearts." 

In another part of his book, he maintains 

that it is impoflible for thofe who fall into fin, 

after having once been converted, to repent^. 

or to be faved f. This doflrine he fupports 

by the following paflage in the epifUe to the 

■ \ . 
Hebrews Jr. 

. "It is impoflible for thofe who were on€e 
'< enlightened, and have tailed of the heavenly • 
" gift, and were made partakers of the 
<^ Holy Ghoft, and have tafted the good word 
«( of God, a^id the [lowers of the world to 
** come ; if they (hall fall away, to renew 

f Tlni it another deftrine of Fanaticlfia* 

«< them 
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<< th^ agaiQ unto repentance : feeing they 
^< crucify to themfelves the Son of God afrefh^ 
^* and put him to open fliame.'* 

^ To this paflage he adds another> felefted 
from the fame book. 

<< If we fin wilfully after we have received 
*< the knowledge of the truth, there remain- 
*^ eth no more facrifice for fins, but a certain 
** fearful looking for of judgment^ and fiery 
*^ indignation which (hall devour the adver* 
** faries. He that defpifed Mofes's law died 
** without mercy, under two or three witnef- 
** fes. Of how much forer punilhment, fup- 
" pofe ye, (hall he be thought worthy, whp 
'< hath trodden under foot the Son of God^ 
*^ and hath counted the blood of the covenant, 
<* wherewith he was fan£Ufied, an unholy 
** thing, and hath done defpite to the Spirit 
*< of grace ?" 

L 3 I MUST 
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I Nttr<sT omt ihcfe tMxtP appetmt to- me* to 
mko very ftro»#y fbr to argwneAt x M^yet 
if thefe doflriha» wcrf gsfwrallf ree^ve#, I 
think, they would open more avenues to de- 
vour ; for naojr CbrLftMs^ I faur, mift have 
finned wilfully after repenCdRaoaad:CO«fnrfiaa. 
But, poffibly, I do not behold thefe Scriptures 
te 9 right point of vicvr. Let mc hope for 
your kind inftraAiOns; and pray for your 

CoNaTAKTIA. . 
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LETTER XVI. 

ThEODO^IUS to C0K€TAf9TM« ' 

' i»d comf^ojT ] ttet an>4(«m(VM; v'^V dir« 
utrt -your f»d«iiqjbd; movci '^h£ti»«tf]f ttna^ 
ady prcK^ept^ of pbiioiQph]^ 

But wlu^t ibaU I &j^ t9 your coBtarovesfiAt 
*lludies ? Shall I praife you for wearying your 
^es; over thJe^pa|jcs of CaIvjoUKc dreamers*'— 
for hoaouriflg wUb youF attentioa the grouad-. 
lefs do£trines of narrow figHtedfiinaticai whQ 
either from want of knowledge or of candour^ 
%t nmtf yrbbfiiUy from WJUM q£ bod^. have 
itiz«4 a fo]>of a;tcxf^ aod witlMUt atcendiof 
«Uher to the writer's defign, or to the iuMla% 
jgf of his reafoniegt have founded iipon the ^ 
1-4 ^^'^^ 
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mere letter, doArines that dUhononr thdr 

GodI 

SucHy and fo founded, are thofe yon 
Bare mentioned. 

THif God hath appointed a certain period 
in the Kfe of man, beyond which he ^U not 
extend his grace to him, is a doArine which is 
fo far from having any foundation either in 
reafon or revelation, that it is repugnant to the 
firftj and totally unfupported by the Iktter. 

The texts which yonr author has produced 
!n fupport of his opinion, have no manner of 
eonneftion with it. 

<* Seek ye the Lord, while he may be 
*< found; call ye upon him, while he is 
^ near. 
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The whole' chapter from which this paf« 
fflge is taken^ refers to the time of the Mtf* 
iiah's firft appearance. The prophet breaks 
put into raptiires4tfon the view of that glo» 
rious asra ; and apoftrophizes to the people 
that (hould then be' born, exhorting them not 
to lofe the happy opportunity of making an 
Intereft with the Redeemer while he was per- 
fonally prefent with them. 

*^ O THAT thou hadfl known, even thou, 
'^ in this thy day, the things that belong 
<< unto thy peace ! but now they are hid 
'* from thine eyes. 

This is Chrill's apoftrophe to Jeru(alem« 
when he foretold its approaching deflruflion. 
But what, in the name of the feven wonders, 
has this to do with the univerfal difpenlatioa 
of grace ? The words are particularly applica- 
ble to the occaiioB oo which they were fpokeo« 
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ttd to the object wher€Upio thir^ wove *t3- 
drefTed. << Unhappy city ! I wVh dioo luiew*» 
^ ettf in this thy daf^ whUe tho9 surt yet \XiA»' 
*^- moliflied, or wh'ile I ^m pfdrat mkh tbct^ 
^ tbt things that btlong tout tb/^ce^ ^ ever-' 
^ laflifig peace, the mcvciee of redemptiefti 
^ itft' mw thiy are Ud frwi Mm 9«f t ^ thii 
<^ tiine tfaoa perceiveft theon aot. 

Or poffibly thy peace may lignify, thy tem- 
poral peace, and prefcrvation from thine ene- 
mies, which interpretation the following verfc 
ibems to favour. *'. But now they are hid from 
thine eyes. Because the days will come 
upon thee, when thine enemies," &c. I in- 
cline to this (enfe ; but whether this or the 
other be the true one, is ^tute immaterial t9 
ihc ceconomy of grace. 

Let us now confider the hft Skrflptwt 
^hich your author has adduced in fkttmr of 
ihis dt>ftrifle. 

^ ACAIITf 



f '55 J 

"AcrAm, he Hmheth a day, faying, To^ 
*• day, if ye will hear his voice." 

The author of the cpiftle to the Hebrews, 
in the chapter from whence this paflage is ta- 
ken, endisavours to prove the certainty of that 
final reft which flill remained to the people of 
God. Thus he forms his argument ; • That 

* thece is a reft for the people of God into 

* which they have not yet entered^ appears 

* from that prophetic pfalm of David, which* 
^ alludes to the time of Chrift's appearancei 

* upon earth. The prophet, referring to thai* 
« time^ faith^ To-day,, if ye will hear his voice* 

* You fee he is determined as to the point of 

* time ; he limiteth or fetteth apart a day : 

* Wherefoce from, this paflage it is apparent, 

* that for you, Hebrews^ for you the defccDt. 

* dants of thofe who provoked God in the 

* wildernefs, and were not permitted to enter 

Mnt^ 
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^ioto his refl, a final reft ftill remains^ tm 
* which you are invited.* 

Thus it is, my Conftantia, that the difci- 
pies of ignorance, folly and fanaddfin, by 
disjointing and mifconftrning the Scriptures, 
contrive their abfurd doArines; which are 
always as mnch repugnant to reafon, as they 
are unfupported by revelation. For inftance, 
the tenet above-mentioned. Is it conCftent 
with the jafiice or the goodnefs of God, who 
has appointed to man a life of probation, to . 
limit the advantages, which, in his mercy, he 
has voachfafed to him, to a (horter term tiian 
his life ? While he leaves him ftill to contend 
with the enemies of his falvation, will he de- 
prive him of his principal fapport, the aid of 
his grace ? — his grace, which he has promi- 
(ed to tho^e that aflc it, without exception, 
and Without limitation i 

I HAva 
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I HAVE done with the firft tenet of yonr 
author ; let us now fee whether the fecond be 
better founded. 

It* is impoi&ble} he maintains, for thofe, 
who fall into fin, after having once been con* 
v?rted, to repent or to be faved. This opi- 
nion he fuppprts by two paffages from the 
epiftle to the Hebrews. Without making any. 
remarks on the infallibility of that epiflle as. 
^ a rule of faith, without taking notice of the 
difficulty and the late day of its admiflion among 
the canonical books, I (hall fhew you that your 
atithor has matde the paflages he has (elefled 
from that book prove too much. What the 
Writer of the epiftle means hj falling away^ in 
the firft pafiage, and by finning wilfully vol 
the laft» is the denial of the faith they had 
profefTed, and openly apoftatizing from it. 
This is dear from the conclufion of both the' 
pffflages. Tbofe who fall auuiy are faid f9 

crucify 
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€rmfy to thtmfdvn the Son ^fG^A aff^^ mi 
tppnt him to open Jhamt. Aad he ViboJinfUib' 
wilfully is reprefented to have 'trodden under 
Joot the Son of God^ to have counted the blood of 
the covenant^ wherewith he was fan^ified^ an 
Unholy ihsHgy and to have done Afpite to the 
Spirit of gmce. 

From hence it appears that for a down- 
right apoftate there is no hope of repentance 
or remiffion of fins.. But your author has not 
confined this terrible denunciation to opeaapo-^ 
ftacy. According to him, none who have fallen 
into fin after converfion are capable of being 
renewed by repentance, or faved by the re- 
demption of Chrifl. This doArine is equally 
unfcriptural, and unreafonable. 

SHOUtD man, circumftanced as he U, be 
expofed by frailty to final puni(hment, or rc- 
4uced, by accidentally falling ioto vice, to int- 
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flrierable mia, he «igbc eitker ti^ra from the 
mcc that is fet bei^e bin itx hopde& dtfpotk" 
49I1C1B) or vaialy ONitexMl with daqger and diC- 
graoe* The pilgrimage of humaa life is iofi- 
jMtely trOttbkfooie and perplext. Daogerr 
there are and difficulties which all muft ea<^ 
couQter, which can neither be eluded by Jiff^ 
Uiice» Aor aauUiilated by coatempt. 

A /FST man, fays the author of the book 
of ProTerbSy falleth feven times, and rifetb 
iy;aia. Ja this place a certain is put for ai| 
liacertaia number ; feven times being among 
the Jews an indefinite expreffion, ufed to fig- 
mfy any moderate number. 

Oun Saviour himfelf being a&ed how oft 
1 brother fliottld Q^Send and bee&titled to 
fUfffCDdk^ wd wibbdier or not till feven timef, 
aofwered, ^ nottiotil fevcSi times, but till feveq« 
ty times ficvnuV Rott tbl^ pdK^e^^e have 
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the iitmoft reafoa to hope that ^henetar 
man (hall cfFeAually repent, the divme good^ 
fiefs vA\l be ready to forgive him. For if we 
are commaDded to receive into favour aH of«» 
fending brother, however frequently he may 
have trcfpaflfed againft us, (hall not onr hea- 
venly Father in Hkc manner be ready to re*^ 
ceive fuch as turn unto him ? Shall Cod reconi* 
mend fuch a conduA to man as he (hould not 
admit in himfelf? Are we not told that' the 
repentance of a (inner is unexceptionably fo ac- 
ceptable to the Almighty, that the angels in 
heaven rejoice, and congratulate their fupreme 
and a6e£)ionate Creator on an event fo agree- 
able to his gracious mind i 

The prodigal in the gofpel returns not to 
his father till he had finifhed his Courfib of 
riot, which was interrupted by nothing but bis 
powqr to purfue it. He returns not till com- 
pelled by aeceility, and tiveirefore his lepcnt- 
^ ancc . 



Me^ w^ wft a i^tttotflTf virtus. Bitty be- 
h6td, his fech^ftteefs hkn vMkjttttgc^t 
td^yofF, afld pvcttsd^ Mi apologies by the 
moft endearing reeejptk>&. W6 feaye not, in* 
deed, any account of a relapTe in the 'accept- 
ed prodigal; but we are told that before the 
execution of his repentance, he fald imto 
iHinfelf, How many hired fervants of my father 
havie bread erionghy and to fpare, whik I pb^ 
rifli with hunger? Sone fuch refle^ioBS he 
■raft frequently have made^ when reduced -to 
dtftrefsy and agam probably muft have quitted 
theaa from various motives. 

We want not, however, di!s hiftance (6 
prove that a linner may be reftored to £sivouf 
after falfing away from hk former refdutioils 
and profeffions of obedience. The example » 
of Peter is at fufBcient proof in diis cafe. To 
ihis I ifbail add another which, though not of 
fcriptttral authority, is refpeftable, and very 
much to the prefent pnt^e. 



* £(;s£Biu» tells us, that St. John, daring 
his miBiftratioD to the weftern chnrches, ctft 
his eye upon a young man remarkable for the 
extent of his knowledge, and the ingenuouf- 
nefs of his mind. The aged apoflle thought 
that he bad difcovered in him an ufeful infiru- 
meot for the propagation of Cbrifiianity. Ac- 
cordingly he took particular pains to convert 
him, andtoinftruA him in the divine dodrines 
of his great Mafter. That he might be flill bet- 
ter acquainted with the fyftem of Chrifiianity, 
«t his departure, he recommended him to the 
care of a pious old father, who had fome amho^ 
rity in the infant church. The youth continued 
a while in the duties of his new profeJfQon, and 
attended with care to the lectures of his vene- 
rable tutor. But his former aflbciates, when 
they found themfelves deferted by him, were 
grieved at the fuccefs of the apoflle, and exert* . 
ed their utmoft efforts to regain h ufefuLand fo 
cnuruining a companion. I^hey fucceeded io 

\hjrit 
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their att<|mpt8, aod the father was forfakeo* 
The Apoftle after fome time returned to thofe 
parts, and •< where/' faid he, with impatiencci 
to his aged friend, ** where, my fellow-labour* 
«* cr^ is my favourite youth ?" " Alas," replied 
the good old man^ with tears in his eyes^ 
** he is fallen, irrecoverably fallen : He has 
** forfaken the fociety of the Saints, and is 
*< now the leader of a gang of robbers in the 
** neighbouring mountains^'^ Upon hearing, 
this unexpeAed and unpleafing account, the 
Apoftle forgot his fufferings and his years, and 
haftened to the place of rendezvous, where, 
being feized by fome of the band, he defired 
to fpeak with their Captain. The Captain 
being, told that a ftrange pilgrim afked to be 
admitted to him, ordered him to be brought 
before him. But when he beheld the venera- 
ble apoftle, his hopes of amufement werechang- 
ed into (hame and confiifion, ^nd the hardy 
leader of ^ band of robbers trembled before a 
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|K$or vttoritted oM tnttft. tk tgaSlMd am»- 
Aortthe fockty of wicKedtaeft^ and Ifiml tidi 
died ia the fervice of his Redeemer. 

Thou hence k is evident, thdt ^ re&pfe sAer 
fep^ntaDce or coaverfion, was oot looked 
vpon by the primitive ChriftiadSy nor yet by 
the apofties themfelves» as any meafts 6f 6V 
dudtag the future mercies of God. 

An utter apoftacy, aa entire defertion of 
the faith vre have profefled, and a cdotemptit* 
Qus re}e£lion of the grace we Iiave receivedi^ 
may, according to the author of theepifileto 
tlie Hebrews, reader us incapable of repent- 
ance, and utterly difqualify us for the future 
mercies of Ood. But fins inferior to tbe(e will 
not reduce us to the fiune drcftdfiilcivcnsiftan>^ 
ces. Onr Creator kmwetb xxtbintf wt art 
m0dc% be ummhiMb AiU wc an but H^i and 



I f^5 3 

fbaugb wi mtLyfall, yet we /ball mt h$ caft away^ 
fince he upboldetb us wiib bis band. 

God preferve you, my amiable friend !— * 
preferve aod direft you throqg^ the uncertun 
paths of this world, till you arrive at the realms 
of everlaftiog reft ; dll yovr innocent, your 
happy fpirit flull quit, without a figh, the 
tender fram^ that confines k, and rife, con* 
dueled bf feme fmiiing Angel, to the bleflfed 
fociety of good men made 4>&RFfiCT ! 
Adieu ! 

Francis. 



Ma LET- 
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LETTER XVn. 

Const ANTiA to Theodosius. 

THE everlaftlog doors of fntnrity ar6 
thrown open—- The race of life is almoft 
ruDy and this, probably, is the laft time thai 
your Conftantia will have the happineOi of 

ponriog out her heart to yoa. 1 am (eized 

with the firft fymptpms of that peftilential 
fever, which has been (b UDiverfally fatal, 
that it brings with it almoft the certainty of 
death. Now, therefore, before my facoldeS 
are overcome by the difeafe, I devote to yott 
one hour more of a life in which you have 
bad fo great a fhare. 

In a fituation like this it is natural to look 
tiickf and to take a view of the country through 
which we have travtUcd^ before v^ lofc fight of 

W 



1x67 3 

it for ever. The ways through wKch I have 
walked, though inmanycircumftancespeculiar, 
and unlike the allotmeac of others, have yet, 
like others, been various, and different in the 
difS^rent periods of the journey. Before my 
prefent illnefs I drew up a (bort view of my life, 
part of which I will now tranfcribe, that 
with you it may ferve as an apology for my 
cx)adu£t when I i^all be no more. 

Aa Jpfilogy for the Lift of Sijler C o K- 
STANCE, written by herfelf^ and ad- 
drejfed to Father FRANCIS. 

You know how early I loft the beft and 
moft afieAionate of mothers. That was a 
misfortune which, though tht^n only bewailed 
with tears which had no meaning, left be- 
hind it a doud that overihadowed the ref( of 
my life* Had my infant years been trained 
by her, I (hould have acquired the habits <^ 
virtue from the influence of example. The 
w^nt of th^ was much to be lamented, for 
M4 ;^^^ 



there U 9 happy cootagjiQii in the power of 
living excelleocey which, while we adiDirc^ 
we nefxiffmly ijoaiwe. Tbofe mtye$ which 
we 4r9W from precept or fpocvlntioo are f^^ 
iom more than fpecuktive, hut thoie whicjh 
we derive infenfibly from the imitattoo of 
exemplary chancers become laiUog aad hiM* 
bitual. But, befides the lofs of a happy and 
an excellent pattern of every female virtue, I 
was deprived 9t the fame tiqaie of thofe ma- 
ternal careSf thofe tender aiEduities that watch 
over the young mind, accelerate the progrefs 
of reafon, and fupply the want of experience 
by precept. Of thefe advantages I was wholly 
deftitute^ for my father, inattentive to every 
thing but the acquifition of wealth, thought 
but little of the improvement of his daughter f 
or, if he thought of it ^t all, concluded that 
(he WQvAd fl^celTarily improve in proportion 
to the advaikC^raent of her fertane.-*Ac- 
oordiogly I was abandoned to the common 
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forms of female education, wjthout thofc 
private atteotions, thofe e^^emplary ioQaeacei^ 
which are of infinitely greater importfin^ 
than all general inflrujflions. 

Thus unapprehenHve and uninformed, ia 
the firft thoughtlefs advances from childhood 
to maturity, is it to be wondered that the 
amiable and accomplithed TheodoQqs (hould 
find an eafy admittance to a heart where 
every paifion wa^awake, all unguarded^ and 
none reftrained. 

But the feverity of wifdom itfelf (prudcn^ce, 
you have told me, is but the ape of wifdom) , 
could have had f^w objeAions apainft the 
paifion that I eptertained. For did it not re- 
ceive a fanftion from the objf Q ? What did 
I admire in Tbeodofius ? Was it a fymmetry 
cf features i Was it not the mouth that 
i^be like the ornks of wifdomi and the eye 
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that darted through tHe depths of nature} 
While his knowledge enlightened, his fenfi- 
bility charmed mc ; and while at once he 
taught my heart and my mind to expand, is 
it to be wondered that be made room for 
himfelf ? The powers of genius have an irre* 
fiftible charm for taftc ; and while Theodo- 
iius was forming the mind of Conftantia, he 
was cheri(bing a plant which, like the gourd 
of Jonah, as foon as it fprung up, would 
firetch its arms to embrace him. 

When this intcrcourfe of growing tender- 
tiefs was at an end, when the obftinacy of ri- 
diculous pride divided the families of Theo- 
dofius and Condantia, what did I not feel 
from the apprehenfioif of being feparated 
from the man I loved ? Pride, however, came 
In to my aid ; I (hed a few angry tears, and 
commanded my heart to be at eafe. — But, 
tlas ! I foon found that Theodofius was dearer 

to 



io me thaa I imagiiitdt—yet eveo, -with this 
<:onvi£^ioQ, by the anited influences of pride, 
and fear, and <bame, my natural attachments 
to him were overborne; and, without con- 
fulting either ray happinefs or my inclination, 
I had the infatuation to acquiefce with that 
propofal of my father which bijnifhed Theo* 
dofius from public fociety. 

This was the moft culpable circumftancd 
of my life^^a fault which indeed brought itft 
punifhment along with it, and for which the 
miferies of one period, and the penitence of 
another, have, I hope, made an adequate 
atonement* 

The years that~]paflcd between that event 
and. my admiilion into this holy retreat were 
mifcrably Worn away between the languor of 
melancholy, and the acutenefs of grief-*-yet 
tbae plaintive and unrefigiled Aate of mind 

wa| 
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vas not, I troft, xuxompanied ^^tlnaajr^eat 
dqgrcc pf goUt, fioce it wasaqt at tbc^pcxkr 
(atioofi of providence th^t I mummsed, bat at 
tbe fuppofed coDfequeoces o( mj owa folly. 
Tha'C I refufed with rdblate indignation the 
man, to whom, before, I bad been fo weak 
z$ not to deny my band, was not enough to 
make fatisfadlion to my own heart. Wbtle I 
conddered Tbeodofius as dead, and myfelf as 
in fomc meafare the caufe of his death, between 
thfc ^rief of atfe^tion, an^ the inqoiotude of 
confdence, I was at leiigth reduced tp the 
moft pitiable ftate both of body and mind; 
the one emaciated with-iorrow and watching^ 
and the faculties of the other ahnoft funk in 
ftupefaAion. 

< 
^ GitEAT diftrefles are the (jpeAres of the 

mind, and, as it b fabled of the gbofb of 

felfmurdered bodies, they hover o'er the 

fcenc ifhcre their cibjeil is intombedt BoIU 
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nefsi and aiBiiieQntic,<fadefy urd folitode ^re 
silike impreffed with the fadage 6f Tkeodo^ 
Iks^The painftd idea porfaed ore tfafoagb 
every avocatidn, nor corfd 1 find a rettreat 
from it in the breaft 6f friendflilp — ^The fym- 
pathizing heart of my Sophia added new foft- 
nefs to my own, and the tendernefs of her 
friendfliip made me feel more fenfibly the.to(s 
of Theodofius^ 

At IsSt that dear fomented friend, with 
fome few more that pitied and regarded me> 
applied to my father for his permifHon that I 
might retire into a convent. Their generofity 
procured me what the voice of nature and the 
tears of duty had folicited in vain» and by 
the irrefiftible offer' of difcharging the fees 
of my admiffion, they prevailed on the father 
of ConAantia that (he might be permitted to 
take the veil. 
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Since I entered npoa die conTe&tknl IHe^ 
my condnft hm been too well knawn to yoa* 
if not to need an apology, at leaft not to be 
enlarged upon here. Bat after thofe aipira- 
tions of gratitude that rife to heaven, aftdr 
thofe trnly grateful fentiments which I muft 
ever entertain for thofe beneficent friends 
who procured my eftablifliment in this place— 
what words (hall I find exprjcflive of that 
gratitude which is due to Father Fr ancis i 
— that tender^ that affectionate father, who 
has nurfed my mind with thofe paternal affi- 
duities, which were fomewhat above the 
mod perfeA nature of man, which could 
only flow from a heart, yrhere human fenfi- 
bility was exalted and refined by the immortal 
graces, and where God himfelf elevated and 
expanded that philanthropy which be loves. 

To the ever venerable Father Francis I owe 
the greated moral blefTmgs that are attainable 
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in this wor]d, peace of confcience, and r«£^i# 
tude of rcafon. For the recovery of the 
firft, indeed, little more was neceflary than 
the certainty that Theodofius was alive and 
happy; but the confolations <^ the father 
added to the prefence of the friend, and re* 
placed that quiet in my heart to which it had 
been fo long a ftranger. Thofe confolations, 
however, w^e not more foothing, thap the 
leflbns that attended them were inflru^ve* 
While from thofe I derived content and com* 
fort, from thcfc I received the lights of truth 
and reafon, and was taught to look up w^th an 
intelligent adoration to that Being whofe 
eflence is goodness and wisdom. From 
the conHderation of thefe dillinguifliing attri- 
butes, whenever he (hall refume that life 
which he gave me, I ihall refign it into hi9 
hands without forrow, and without fear* 
# # « # <ft t ♦ 
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With dlfHcuIty I had written thtis hr, whea 
the importUDity of my diforder obKged me to 
hy down, the pen. I have now refamed Jk^ 
and will bear it as long as I am aUe, for 
while I hold bat even an ideal converfatiba 
with yon, the . fenfe of pain b foTpended. 
Other than bodily pain I have none. The 
preemption vnth which my apology ooiy- 
dnded, I find, was not vain. lampesfeftly 
indifferent to 'the approach of death, and 
agreeably to the kind wi(b with which yoa 
once * concluded a letter, I tmft that *^ my 
fpirit (liaU quit, without a figh, the frame 
that coafines it.'* 

To you, my dearcft fiicnd, my moft vene- 
rable father, loved by every dear, and refpeQ- 
ed by every facred name, to you, under the 
gracious appointments of Providence, I owe 

* TbU laft letter of Conflantia and the anfwer of Theo* 
ddias feem to have been written foaie yean after the pre- 
cediDg Jccters. 

1 ^^Ka 
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-this happy ferenlty. By giving me proper 

ideas of the author of nature, and the obli- 

gations of his creatures, you have taught me 

to look on death as one cS. his beft gifts, and 

-on all beyond it without any apprehenflon. * 

• » 

Behold here the reward of your pious 
labours \ Behold with plcafure the refignktion 
of -a mind that you ftrengthened, of a heart 
that you armed againft yourfelf. 

«' My heaft was grieved, and it went even 
■^* through my reins. 

.♦ 
" So foolifh was I and ignorant, even as 

*' It were an irrational creature before thee. 

** Nevertheless I am always by thee, 
** for thou haft holden me by my right hand. 

«« Thoo (halt guide me with thy counfel, 
♦« and after that receive m« in glory. 
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^< Whom Jbali I lave ia bcaw tnit ih«^ 
^< y^ there is nooe nppa earth that I defire in 
^ comparifon of thee I 

^< My BcShf and my heart fidkth, bat God 
^ it the ftrepgth of ifty heart) and imy portkm 
*• for ever ! 

A^v now, O det^rcft, and oioft remed of 
IBien, ^eweU !-^Whether we fliali faaeet agtio 
hi any (iaturc allocaaeoit of bdogp' is aatoiigft 
the fecret cbunfeTs ofProvidence*~l truft we 
lhalk«^*lni! thea tsdiitlffe 6at teibder &reweB 
fromvour Constantia I-r*A€ceft onepoii^ 
wej^tefol adijBQ firoa 

CONSTANCK, 



JLET. 
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t ET T E R XVIU. 

TThEOPOSIUS to CQN$TAI^T|il« 

L£ T Hot my Coaftantia be alarmed whai 
ibe fees that ibis letter is writtfo ly «ftr 
6ther baod.«-*4xt not tbat fortitii^e witb 
which (hehaa fo greatly fuppprte^ her own 
fuSenogs be dUTolved ia^ weakpc^ for ber 
frleod, not that aoble trai^i^UUyf witb 
which (he bebpld$ the appro^cb of deatb> W 
diftarbed tvbea ihe \$ told that bU baitt U jqq 
Tbeodofius* I di>^ not that the et«r* 
NAt PaoTj:DEKCB» wbo, ia big wil()|in^ in^ 
teri^ve the interefta and the paffioQ» of otir 
Itves^ bas» ia bis good&efe, determined that 
they Oiall clofe together, tf this be one of 
his gradoQS difpenfations, I receive it not 
enly with ft^miffioa, bat with gradtnde**— 
N 2 Whi^t 
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What more could I defire of the divine Bene- 
ficence thaft that, detivered from this prifon 
of earth, I might accompany the Tpirit of my 
Conftantia to the regions of everlafting happi- 
nefsy to fome more perfect allotment in the 
fcale of being, where the. immortal faculties 
JhaU be refined from human frailty; and where 
the powers of the foul (hall be expanded by a 
nearer approach to that perfection, from 
which they are derived* Animated with 
hopes, and fupported by fentiments like thefe, 
let us wait without fear the approach of death, 
and receive him gladly, becaufe he cometh as 
afrund. — Indulge, my Conftamia, the plea- 
fing hope that our fouls will know each other 
in their future appointment. — The pure paf- 
£ons of love and friendihip, founded upon, 
and fopported by efteem, may lafi beyond the 
grave, becaufe they have their exiftence in 
the foul.--*And will not that Being, whofc 
efience is love, fupport and cberiOi tbofe coa- 

nedlions 
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neAions which are agreeable to his cofnmiifidv 
and thofe feqtiments which are congenial with 
his own divine nature ? Will he, who com- 
manded us to love one ancther^ extinguifli ia 
the grave thofe virtuous paiTions, which, wheni 
living, it was our duty to cultivate I It is no^ 
improbable that our happinefs in heaven may^ 
ia fome meafure, confift in the harmonious 
intercourfe of a pcrfeft fociety; for I have 
no idea of a folitary happinefs even in ^the 
regions of perfeftion. Moreover, from what 
little accounts we find of the angelic ftate 
in the facred writings, we fee that the ideas 
of aflbciation and intercourfe are always an* 
nexed to them. If then it is not to be doubt- 
ed that in our future ftate we (hall aflbdat^ 
with fome order of beings, can any thing be 
more probable than that we Ihould mi:^: with 
thofe kindred and congenial fpirits, who like 
ourfelves have had their appointments on 
earth, whether m different times and places, 
N 3 0? 



^ the fiune? If la the^iiuBei . vhtdi is fiitt^; 
probable, and if tbcJdentity^f OftripirittMl. 
natures cannot be dc&rcjtAi\whif ibottld not 
the th^raaeriftics cf the foil be known |i| 
heaven as well as vponrcarth? 1 am sdllfaqf.. 
to believe, atle^ft, tKatitte etfcmalOobdnel^ 
will permit tblsrftittife^knowledge; andthoti^ 
we know too little pf ihe ffw of l^hirs to 
conceive the tnode^f'tfielr future commnnl- 
cation, yet this \Fi%oW,"*at it &'W^ti^'* 
J)0#W dt God to p^t^Wh^t Me wiijl fcij; 
find I truft that,^^ his Vmdnefs, |ie wiU par- 
mit it. 

Then, Dmy'Conftalitial for tfetHatecf 
fwal^cd fricnd&ip, where ^' fears and &ail- 
ties of mortality ffiali be k^owti no more f-=-- 
For that happy intercoi|f{c of fpirttual ptea^ * 
fui^, which fludl be M \oafg&t fubjeft ta die 
intlu^lnces of chan^ or time; wh!c& fhall 
pf^et be oppireiTed by Iftctg^or^ nor 4UhirU4 
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by anxiety! Compared with that.in^ablr 
complacency, that iublime delight whkh evea 
the hope alone of thefe things, infpires/ wb^ 
ar^: the fufferings, however peculiar, that we 
have hitherto endured ?-w*Were there, in- 
deed, no future ftatt^ of being to commence 
after this, who would.&ot wiih to be dius 
agreeably deceived ? Who would not wifli to 
triumph over thofe gloomy apprchenfioQiii 
whiqh the thought of annihilation oauft Qe« 
cenkrily create, ip a being to whpm natiire 
has given the love of exigence i 

But if the foretafte of future happiae^ 
be . 1J> great ;—- ;if, wbca only contemplated 
through the Imperfe^ medium of human iiaa^. 
ginatipQ^ it is capable of iafpiriny^ fuch cx^ 
aitedi deHgfat, bow inooacehrably great maft'; 
i!he real $ni,^pet&8t ei^foyment be-! Lc% al 
bercy mf Conftaatxa^ Indulge the nmoOsr 
ilfetch of fiiBcy^wbatever aa Almighty^ aadi 



allbcneficcnt Being can give, and ^vhateve^ 
our glorified faculties can receive, let us fup- 
pofe our own.. He ^hat giveth -pot of his 
fpirit by meafure, he that openeth his hand, 

and Ihutteth it not again (hall not he freely 

give us all things ? 

When I confider the wifdom and benevo- 
lence of that Almighty Being, through whofe 
kindnefs T have hitherto been fupported in 
life, like my Conftantia, I can walk without 
trembling through the dark valTey of the 
Ihadow of death. And whence, but from 
the fame confideration, could your tender 
and apprehenfive heart derive that more than 
manly firmnefs which is vifible in your letter T 
That information which you lo kindly afcribe 
to my inflruftions, you have drawn from your 
40wn experience of the wifdom and the good<>> 
ccfs of Providence; to whom your gratir 
tude is due for the rectitude of reafoo, as well 
as for every other bleffing you enjoy. 

^ I WILL 
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I WILL now no longer withold your mind 
from the meditation of that glorious Being, 
whofe more vififale favours we (hall fliortly 
sbbtain. Indeed^ my faculties are already too 
muchconfufed for regular thinking, and death, 
I find, makes hafty paces towards me — Ac- 
cept my laft bleffing. 

"Bless, O God! O Father of Nature, 
•* blefs my Conftantia! fupport her gentle 
*' fpirit under the conflift of death! an4^ 
" lead and conduft her by the light of thy 
•^ countenance to thy everlafting reft!** 

And now — Oh! now — farewell, my Con- 
ftantia! my Conftance! my fifter! my 

friend ! by every dear, and every holy name 
——farewell! I have converfed with you till 

the laft moment But but we fliall 

meet again. 

Adie u ! 

f t N I S. 
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